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PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Slobodkina, Esphyr Abelard-Schuman 
LITTLE DOG LOST, LITTLE DOG FOUND Cloth; $2.50 


A thin little story, this has more of its enchantment in the darting pictures 
with their rounded figures and overlays of blues, browns and yellows in Esphyr Slobod- 
kina's familiar style. Johnny loses his little black dog Jet to the dog catcher, but 
a nice lady takes him from the pound. When Johnny finds Jet, the dog is returned but 
he and his playmates become the lonesome lady's friends. (2/29. LC: 56-5899) 


Hogner, Nils Abelard-Schuman 
SAD EYE THE CLOWN Cloth; $2.50 


An ordinary story brings fortune to unfortunate Sad Eye the clown and his 
lame pet Gossi the goose. Because Gossi cannot have a part in Don Mustachio's circus, 
Sad Eye runs away with him. They come to a farm and meet a friendly horse, Cirro, 
but when Don Mustachio finds them and Sad Eye tries again to escape, Cirro gives 
chase and creates a new idea for the show. The author's red and tan pictures are 
heavy handed. He has done better books. (2/29. LC: 56-5022) 


King, Robin & Dutton 
Willa BURRITO Paper over board; $2.25 


A story in comic vein (which reminds one, in its own way, of famous Ferdi- 
nind ) 1s set in Central Mexico where Miguelito owns a small poor rancho and a very 
helpful burro. Burrito's fame has spread and when Miguelito gets an unrefusable offer 
for her the burro departs for a hectic interim. How Burrito comes home again and 
creates changes on the little rancho makes an amusing ending. Robin King's pictures 
in sharp black and white point up the humor in design. (3/30. LC: 56-5260) 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 


Chafetz, Henry Knopf 


THE LOST DREAM Cloth ; $2.50 


A common experience, waking up in the middle of a dream, is enlarged upon 
when Mikel,a boy who wakes up, doggedly begins to hunt for his dream. Next day he asks 
all around town but has no success until his grandmother tells him to wish hard to see 
the Keeper of Dreams just before he goes to sleep. Mikel does, and when the Keeper 
lets him into the storehouse, he finds his own lost dream. Dream-green pictures are 
by Ronnie Solbert. (2/20. LC: 56-8940) 


Long, Eula Knopf 
PIRATE'S DOLL Cloth; $2.50 


A short version of the legend behind the origin of the china poblana or 
national costume for Mexican girls tells the story of Meenah, a Mongol princess, and how 
she came to live in and lend her costume to the town of Pueblo. In the early 1600's 
Meenah and her parents went on a sea voyage interrupted by pirates. In the raid, 
Meensh was shut in a trunk and journeyed to Acapulco unknown to all except the cook, 
who put her in care of a kindly Captain Sosa when the trip was over. In Sosa's home, 
Pueblo, Meensh was treated with suspicion by the other girls until her genuineness made 
her a friend and a helpful designer for a new festival dress. A nice story but some- 
what pretty and soft for girlish tastes. Pictures in color by the author. (2/20. 

LC: 56-5271) 
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du Bois, William Pene Viking 
LION Cloth; $3.00 


* This new story by the author of The Giant, Squirrel Hotel and others, takes 
place in heaven's Animel Factory where earnest angels are at work creating new species 
every once in a while. Artist Foreman thinks of the word LION and starts to make it. 
The idea is unclear in Foreman's mind so he tries feathers, stripes, a peeping voice, etc., 
until, with the help of the other angels and the Chief Designer, Lion emerges complete 
with roar and ready for Earth. With their combination of broad masses and tiny detail, 
the author's pictures will also tease the imagination. (3/7) 


Merrill, Jean & Knopf 
Solbert, Ronni THE TRAVELS OF MARCO Cloth; $2.50 


* Marco is a pigeon from New York's lower east side, "born in a rooftop coop, 
pleasantly situated in a grove of television aerials". But a big electric sign for the 
Jewish daily, Forward, gets him thinking- why keep returning to the coop?- and off he 
goes. His flight leads him to upper Manhattan and thrilling new experiences. However 
he finds no solid meal. He is just thinking he will have to return when Bingo, a Central 
Park boy, promises him peanuts every day- and Marco finds his new life at last. Grey and 
orange, well composed drawings by Ronni Solbert complement a story that makes a very 
valid point. (3/19. LC: 56-5079) 


EASY READING 


Schaeler, John Dutton 
ZIP-ZIP AND HIS FLYING SAUCER $2.50 


A Martian pays a visit to Randy Riddle and his family on Earth and while the 
doings will entertain the junior space circuit they are not as funny or perceptive as, 
for instance, similar stories by Ellen MacGregor or Carl Biemiller. Zip-Zip, who looks 
a little like a kewpie doll in a space suit, flies in in search of his father who has been 
lost hunting for uranium. Randy and his brothers and sisters are violently disbelieved 
by their elders, but they help Zip-Zip. In return, Zip-Zip gives them odd facts about 
life on Mars, procures a much needed tractor for Mr. Riddle and offers Randy a ride to 


ec. at” up drawings by Hans Helweg help trip the lighter science fantastic. (4/30. 
LC: 5 31 


Sheehy, Emma Dickson Holt 
A MOLLY AND THE GOLDEN WEDDING $2.50 


A country story centers around Molly, who is about eight, and the good times 
ies and her father and mother have when they visit Uncle John and Aunt Jenny on their 
~ farm. Among the many things there are to do, one event looms more important than the 
.rest for Molly: it is her grandpargents' fiftieth wedding anniversary and the big cele- 
= bration planned for it. As Molly maneuvers to make it an especially memorable one, there 
is an even happier glow. Light and sentimental, this depends more on regional than 
story or character attraction. Robert Henneberger's pictures. (4/7? LC: 56-6234) 


Lattimore, Eleanor Frances Morrow 
MOLLY IN THE MIDDLE $2.25 


7 Molly is fifth oldest in a family of nine children and two parents, so it puts 
her in an unenviable position. The New Hampshire escapades that bear this out include 
getting stuck up in an apple tree, looking after young Edward- her special charge- pic- 
nicking, pie making, canoeing, baby sitting and so forth- all of which have the cozy 
contentment of Miss Lattimore's other books for eight and nine year olds. Drawings by 
the author are satisfyingly just so. (4/18. LC: 56-6739) 
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Starlight Novels Grosset & Dunlap 
Publ. $1.50 


Cavanna, Betty- TWO'S COMPANY 
EIGHT TO ELEVEN- FICTION 


Crist, Eda & Richard | Abelard-Schuman 
THE CLOUD CATCHER $2.50 


Some sprightly nonsense revolutionizes the town of Cranberry Ridge when Sher- 
wood and Beany, two young colleagues, invent a cloud catcher. It is a canvas sail 
erected on a hill that snares the clouds which the boys then trap in bottles. They are 
paid a visit by Gretta, whose father sells balloons in town- and- one thing leads to 
another- cloud filled balloons and then cloud filled mattresses. Pretty soon Cranberry 
Ridge, formerly on economic skids, has perked up with a new mattress factory and the 
shenanigans that bring this all about are engagingly described,- with straight faces 
on the part of the authors. Nice pencil drawings by Richard Crist. (3/30. LC:56-5904) 


Dempsey, Vincent Coward-McCann 
CABIN BOY $2.75 


A story of cargo shipping on the Great Lakes in winter time centers around 
twelve year old Todd whose father, Cap Morris, runs the Mary Baker in and out of Detroit 
and other cities. When Todd is taken on as a cabin boy, he has more than icy weather 
and heavy waters to stand up against. For Cap is an exacting, impartial chief, apt to 
be harder on his own kin than anyone else. Todd is bullied too by Cookie, who, from 
his galley fortress, berates Todd for trying to be too big for his britches and urges 
him on to get an education. So Todd is tossed by waves of rebellion and dejection 
until a final showdown, storm and rescue earn him the longed for acceptance by his 
superiors. Earnest. (3/26. LC: 56-7140) 


McGuire, Frances Dutton 
THE CASE OF THE SMUGGLED RUBY $2.75 


A stilted, obvious mystery, easy to read and full of unlikely actions, follows 
the Mulford family who are returning from Hong Kong where Mr. Mulford has been posted 
with the Eastern Tea Company. On the day they sail, the story of a ruby stolen from a 
buddha's forehead breaks in the papers. Out at sea, young Ted Mulford and his twin 
Fred find the ruby in Ted's shoe. They begin to suspect Mr. Wu, a friend of their 
houseboy's, but in San Francisco Mr. Wu turns out to be a detective who explains every- 
thing to them in a climactic last chapter exposing the real culprits. Cops and robbers, 
orientally styled. Illustrated by Raymond Abel. (3/30. LC: 56-6302) 


Franklin, George Cory Houghton, Mifflin 
SON OF MONTE $2.25 


For readers who liked Monte, the adventures of an ingratiating Grizzly bear 
in the Five Rivers country, here is another story about him with a new hero- Brother, 
Monte's cub. Running around, learning from his family and from experience Brother 
follows many of the paths set for him by Monte. He makes friends with the two miners, 
Dick and "Bear", an enemy of the trapper Galt, and finds a mate named Jenny. Being 
stable, moral and witty in terms of bear psychology, Brother is also likeable and wins 
his just rewards. Drawings of the out-of-doors by L. D. Cram. (3/15. LC: 56-5542) 


Kroll, Francis Lynde Lantern 
YOUNG MEDICINE MAN $2.50 


Little Eagle, a Sioux, is the hero of this author's latest Indian story. 
Gauche in his youthful efforts to become a good horseman and hunter, Little Eagle is 
taken on by Clawing Bear the tribal medicine man, who teaches him how to cure and how 
to think. Working hard, Little Eagle is able not only to improve his skills as an 
incipient warrior, but to save his tribe from attack by making a false camp that mis- 
leads a band of Crows. An overlay of Indian customs and war whoops dress up an other-~- 
wise trite story that depends on simple vocabulary and melodrama for appeal. Charles 
Geer's drawings. (3/15) 
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Lenski, Lois Roundabout America Series- Lippincott 
ea. $2.25 

BERRIES IN THE SCOOP (LC: 56-6560) 

WE LIVE BY THE RIVER (LC: 56-6561) 





Berries in the Scoop, the first of these two new additions to Lois Lenski's com- ! 
panionable pictures of different kinds of American life, is the story of Kayla, a Portu- 
guese girl whose family lives on Cape Cod. Among their many activities, cranberry picking | 
is the one that holds the center of the stage. The theme that forms the connecting link 
from one episode to the next is Kayla's loss of her Grandmother's brooch, her confession 
of having taken it when she wasn't supposed to and finding it again later. We Live by The 
River is a collection of three shorter stories, about children whose families live on 
different parts of the Mississippi and the Ohio. One family farms on an island, another 
lives by a large set of locks and a third shell for mussels. As rounds of daily life 
are completed there are small plots that give added meaning to each particular way of 
living. Characteristic illustrations by the author. (Wh. ) 


bl 2 
_ Macmillan 
A DOG FOR DAVIE'S HILL $3.00 


Bice, Clare 


A heathery, doggy and suspenseful Scotch tale is set near Rothiemore on the 
River Spey and rewards its young hero, Davie, with a dog, the capture of some sheep 
stealers and a wonderful spy glass. Fly is Billy Bayne the beggar's pup and Billy, 
doing poorly, gives him to Davie to care for. Fly's natural herding tendencies delight 
Davie out on the farm up a valley from Rothiemore and when the sheep stealers come to 
the vicinity both Fly and a telescope from Mr. Buchanan's store play a part in their 
capture. A good mystery of simple elements and apt characterizations. (4/10. LC:56-7289) 


Coatsworth, Elizabeth Macmillan @ 
THE PEDDLER'S CART $2.75 


* A New York state peddler takes his son with him in 1859 and the account of 
their adventures moves pleasantly and makes a point where it makes a sale. Mr. Messen- 
ger, a farmer who has earned his family's disapproval by deciding to peddle every spring 
and summer, decides to take 1l year old George, different from his dozen brothers and 
sisters, with him. As they start out, his wise father gives George his peddling philo- 
sophy: a peddler leaves more than goods; he leaves news and something to think about. 
And as they go- up to Canada and around Buffalo- helping sc.sze runaway slaves escape, 
staying with an old Indian friend, warding off fire and storm and robbers- there is 
the satisfaction of fully realized experiences. When they return George has also 
learned that his adventures have enriched him far more than they will impress others. 
Drawings by Zhenya Gay illustrate the trip. (4/10. LC: 56-7295) 


Cannam, Peggie McGraw-Hill- Whittlesey House 
BLACK FURY $2.50 


A boy and horse story set in England brings some satisfying solutions to the 
adventures of Nick Randall, cruelly treated by the aunt and uncle he lives with, and 
a mare, Shillagh, cruelly treated by her former owners. It is after she has earned 
the reputation for being a demon that Nick comes to know Shillagh on the Barker's farm. 
But Nick is convinced otherwise and persuades Mr. Barker to let him take care of the 
mare. This works wonders for them both, but when Shillagh is stolen, Nick gets sick 
and is sent away to a home. Just when he is most despondent, Shillagh and her colt 
are found and Nick is adopted by another farming family who have come to love both him 
and the mare. Wesley Dennis' drawings. (4/17. LC: 55-12097) } 
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~ 
Hoffman , Peggy Dutton 
SEW EASY! $2.75 


The things to make included in these instructions for beginning sewers are 
simple, immediately usable items like bibs, luncheon sets, doll clothes and so forth. 
Easy-to-follow directions range from elementary hand stitches on through machine sewing 
and the specific projects are clearly outlined as to materials needed and techniques to 
follow. Illustrated with diagrams and sketches by Susan Perle and photographs by Lloyd 
E. Jones. (3/30. LC: 56-5261) 


Signature Books Grosset & Dunlap 
3/2 $1.50 


Collier, Edmund- THE STORY OF ANNIE OAKLEY- From an Ohio wilderness to the 
bright lights, this has a friendly air as it tells the life of Annie Oakley in a 
bouncy, indulgent narrative. Born Moses, Annie was early deprived of her father. 
But she took steps to become the family provider when she climbed onto a stool and 
got the long rifle down from the wall. Other events in her young life included a 
position as handy girl in an old persons' Home, which she enjoyed, and a bad time 
with another family for whom she had gone to work in return for an education. Thus 
Annie grew up: a crack shot, self reliant, and loving. The rest of the biography 
makes the most of her career with Buffalo Bill and Frank Butler. It is not quite as 
jazzed up as Betty Hutton's version but it should leave receptive readers with a warm 
glow. Drawings by Leon Gregori. (LC: 56-7344) 


Averill, Esther Harper 
CARTIER SAILS THE SAINT LAWRENCE $3.00 


* Perhaps Esther Averill is best known for her droll tales about Jenny the cat, 
but King Philip: The Indian Chief (1950) and now this, prove that she is also a fine 
raconteur of historical event. Aside from the fact that Cartier's three voyages are 
related unpretentiously, in a narrative that creates its own excitement, scholarly 
attention is paid to what other historians have said and to direct source material. 

It is a fine combination for an age when interests can suddenly become all encompassing. 
Cartier the inquisitive sailor and cartographer; the play of desires for gold, coloni- 
zation, Indian subjugation and international supremacy; the inept struggle against 
nature- these are the elements woven together to make one man's dream of a new world 
where} pei Handsome pictures by Feodor Rojankovsky illustrate the voyages. (y/aat 
LC: 56-5159 5/23 


Wyler, Rose & Ames, Gerald Harper 
THE STORY OF THE ICE AGE $2.50 


* A thoroughgoing introduction to the phenomena of the ice ages and their 
recent coming to light through the studies of such men as Agassiz and Charpentier adds 
another title to the growing list of science books by Gerald Ames and Rose Wyler. Be- 
ginning with a graphic account of the discovery of a preserved mammoth in Siberia in 
1799, the account moves on to the fascinating observations and deductions made by the 
Swiss scientists- among them the cyclical tipping of the Earth's axis which brings 
periodical cold spells and, once started, how the temperature drops obey meteorologi- 
cal laws to help multiply glacial deposits in mountainous and polar areas. The life 
these ice flows covered is also examined in comments on creature periods, migration 
waves, cave paintings and the other relics ice age man left to posterity. A success- 
ful study that is also a note on the temporality of earthly existence. Drawings by 
Thomas W. Voter. (4/11. LC: 56-8616) 
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Baker, Nina Brown Knopf 
AMERIGO VESPUCCI $2.50 


A favorable biography of the much maligned Vespucci covers the events in his @ 
life with chronological efficiency and his role as an unbiassed, fascinated student and 
reporter with colorful sympathy. There is a good description of period and place accom- 
panying the outlines of Amerigo's fortunate boyhood in Florence, his student days and his 
removal to Spain to become a business man in Seville. It was partly through his friend- 
ship with Hojeda who was commissioned to ferret out rumors of Columbus’ disloyalty that 
Vespucci was given the chance to go on one of the voyages- as a go-between to help smooth 
matters between Columbus and the crown. But Vespucci made the trip without malice for his 
captain, and returned to give the old world valuable descriptions of the new. In this 
context the naming of the land after its first describer and popularizer is a natural 
outcome. Drawings are by Paul Valentino. (3/19..LC: 56-5872) 


Antonacci, Robert J. & | ' MeGraw-Hill- Whittlesey House 
Barr, Jene BASEBALL FOR YOUNG CHAMPIONS $2.25 


A handbook for the Little League age group (though “ot directed towards Little 
League) covers the main aspects of the game- history, rules, and how to play the various 
main positions. Pitching, catching, hitting, infield and outfield play are all described 
as to the abilities required for each, how to improve on technique and suggested practice 
drills. There are hints for setting up a team, getting a place to play, equipment and so 
forth, in the last chapter. Drawings by Rus Anderson. (4/7? LC: 56-7554) 


Goetz, Delia Morrow 
DESERTS $2.00 


* A simple text and some finely detailed ‘two tone pictures (in desert colors) 
by Louis Darling make a book about the dry lands that should quench primary thirsts for @ 
knowledge in that area. Subjects covered are geological structure of deserts, the 
meteorological reasons for their existence and the life upon them- animal and vegetable. 
Close attention is paid to California's Mojave desert, but the author uses it as a con- 
venient springboard to give examples of life on other deserts- from the snakes of the 
Gobi to oil drilling in Arabia. (3/14. LC: 56-6362) | 


TWELVE TO SIXTEEN- FICTION 


Blackburn, Edith H. ae Abelard-Schuman 
SILVER SPRUCE $2.50 


An average story of settling and mining in Colorado in 1868 fills its pages 
with ea lot of characters and events. Central to the plot is Gene Howard, 15, whose 
family has come along the Platte River to Empire, in the Shining Mountains. They meet 
up with Jim and Pete Cramer, bad sorts whose crookedness (both intentional and uninten- 
tional) almost losesthe Howards their venture in silver and gold. In addition, an 
English remittance man with a mysterious past, the other townspeople and the techniques 
of mining, square away the background. (3/30. LC: 56-5906) 


de Selincourt, Aubrey Criterion 
ODYSSEUS THE WANDERER $3.00 


This retelling of the story of Odysseus (covering both the Iliad and the 
Odyssey). is a simple flowing narrative, readable in the color of conversation and de- 
scription it brings to the tale and faithful to the events. It starts with Odysseus as 
a boy in Ithaca, continues to the winning of Helen in Sparta and the part he part he 
played in it that led him to the siege of Troy later, and, as well, to marry Penelope. @ 
Swiftly, event follows on event- Troy and its ironies, the fabulous voyage home, the 
usurpation in Ithaca and the wiles Odysseus used to win back his own rights when he 
returned. In soft, measured tones the account is a good one which the author hopes 
will can readers to the original. Illustrations by Norman Meredith. (3/22. Y 
LC: 56- 











@ 
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Anauta, John Day 


WILD LIKE THE FOXES $2.50 


Another story of eastern Arctic Eskimos by the author of Children of the 
Blizzard, this is a fictionalization of Anauta's mother's youth in Labrador. Alea, who 
lost her own mother when she was only ten, was raised by her father and brother, Ahpea 
and Koopsh, and learned to hunt and live like a man. She is happy with this until, at 
@ trading post dance, she realizes she is too boyish. But an unlooked for opportunity 
to study in London, and. the friendship of another Eskimo boy Yorgke, help her to make 
a new and satisfactory adjustment to life. Good on details of Eskimo life, this is 
nevertheless burdened with a trite emotionalism, much of which seems to have been laid 
on to impress American readers. (J.L.G. 3/5. LC: 56-5975) : 


Thompson, Harlan : Doub leday 
SPOOK, THE MUSTANG $2.50 


David Barry (formerly Y'Barra) and his family return from a bad ranching ex- 
perience in Mexico to his grandfather's ranch near Salinas in California- to find Grandy 
disappeared and his ranch in debt. David's father is ill so the boy takes over. His 
problem-solving includes running the ranch into the black, training Spook, a sometimes 
intractable colt, and finding Grandy who has been wandering about as a part time sheep 
herder with amnesia. Forestry and conservation are side themes in this virtuous story. 
(4/19. LC: 56-6535) . 


Young Traveller Series Dutton 
3/30 ea. $3.50 


Trease, Geoffrey- THE YOUNG TRAVELER IN GREECE-...is Nicola Wharton whose fa- 
ther is on a leave of absence from a mid-western university to study archeology, and the 
subsequent months in Athens and surrounding regions are a grand adventure for her in 
sightseeing, history and meeting new people. The Whartons arrive via Corfu. They also 
meet Jim Murry, an English newsman, and his son Martin who becomes the Wharton's travel- 
ling companion while his father is off on assignments. Murry's wanderings provide 
some political background, but it is not as emphasized or as well explained as the 
immediate scenery and everyday life and the more remote past. We may take offense at 
the "comforting" way Nicola accepts everything but Mr. Trease's working knowledge of 
the country she visits is good. Illustrations by Donald Lambo. (LC: 56-5265) 


- Trease, Geoffrey- THE YOUNG TRAVELLER IN INDIA AND PAKISTAN- Better than the 
above in that it goes more deeply into Indian politics and social ills, this takes 
Carol, her father Bob Woodstock, and her cousin Robert on a tour for the documentary 
film Mr. Woodstock is making. The film is to be a general survey of Indian life for 
young people so Carol and Bob get the full benefit of some very first hand information. 
From the people they meet and the places they go to- which range from British colonials 
to the new breed of Indian students and from mountain resorts to a teeming Ganges river 
bend- the youngsters get a full taste of the battle between custom and progress, Hindu 
and Moslem as well as the ways in which unification may some day be achieved. Art, 
legend, rural and urban life, festivities and so forth also bring color into the 
picture. Illustrated by Rus Anderson. 


Benary-Isbert, Margot Harcourt, Brace 
CASTLE ON THE BORDER $3.00 


Another story for the teen ages from post-war Germany, by the author of The 
Ark and Rowan Farm exhibits much of the same comforting hold on young problems. Ina 
warm narrative the story of Leni Winkelberg, 17, begins in Frankfurt where she is a 
stenographer and hears from her lawyer boss that her aunt Frederike Rode has inherited 
a castle in the west zone. There is the excitement of getting Frederike and her sci- 
entist husband out of Jena, and,when Leni goes to the castle with them, a new life be- 
gins. There is a local theatrical group that fulfills Leni's ambitions to study drama. 
She and Frederike not only care for the castle but make part of it into a home for 
orphans. At the last there is the offer of an acting contract from Hamburg, and Leni 
knows she will be able to have the future she wants. (4/5. LC: 56-5871) 
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Stolz, Mary Harper 
THE DAY AND WAY WE MET $2.50 


A sequel to Ready or Not turns from Morgan Connor, as the central character, to 
her younger sister, Julie, who- now that Morgan is married- must hold the family together. 
At 16, and emotionally unbalanced, Julie has a hard time. Her problems include adoles- 
cent Ned Connor to whom Morgan had been a mother; her father, Dan, an intelligent but 
reserved man who feels guilty that he does not support his children in the way that he 
should; and Julie herself, in love with Geoff, Morgan's older brother in law, and unable 
to emerge from her private world and be of true help. But Julie's understanding of other 
people strengthens as she sees something of Morgan and Tom in the early months of their 
marriage, as she helps Ned through a period of mild but distasteful hoodlumism, and as 
she comes to realize that Geoff is not the only man in the world. Stressing goals of 
family and individual stability, this despite its display of its own emotions in over- 
long passages, is a solid part of this author's singular contribution to fiction for the 
teens. (4/11. LC: 56-5190) 


Herron, Edward A. Knopf 
SIGNAL HILL $2.50 


A trite adventure of California in the 1920's and of oil well drilling follows 
the fortunes of the Weston family- up hill, down hill and up hill again. Mr. Weston owned 
valuable mines in the Mojave desert but when his son Dick goes there for a summer job, he 
runs up against a rigged swindle that almost puts his father in jail. Paroled and bank- 
rupt, Mr. Weston moves his family to Signal Hill near Long Beach. They are roused when 
Carter, Weston's former manager, tries to buy their small plot of farm land and when the 
Westons dig again, there is oil again, and they come to their just rewards at last. [Il- 
lustrations by Clifford N. Geary. (3/19. LC: 56-5278) 


Williamson, Joanne Knopf 
JACOBIN'S DAUGHTER $3.50 


In this, Babette Duplay of Paris tells of her life during the years between 
1789 and 1793 in a careful, excited narrative, not only of growing up during the Revolu- 
tion but of the Revolution itself. Babette's father was a cabinet maker- a tradesman, 
and her cousin Simon, who lived with them, an ardent hater of aristocrats. Though 
Babette never becomes thoroughly embroiled in the machinations of the uprising, she is 
in an admirable observer's position for Robespierre comes to the Duplays to live and men 
such as Danton, Marat, Camille Desmoulins and young Philippe Labas, with whom Babette 
falls in love, follow him there. Though Babette in her story disclaims a real interest 
in politics, she is apt at giving us many of the details in the conversations and events 
she reports, and there emerges a fair charting of the tragic course the Revolution took 
up to the rise of Napoleon. Robespierre, Danton, Marat and their groups are seen in 
terms of the ironies they wrought and Babette comes to wonder whether or not the Revolu- 
tion was a good thing even though there is personal happiness for her. Wispy line draw- 
ings by Charles Clement add to the period's atmosphere. (3/19. LC: 56-5279) 





Carr, Harriett H. Macmillan 
MIAMI TOWERS $2.75 


: This career romance combines a study of the resort hotel business (and its 
promotion) with other community-family problems as Karla, 17, and Lynn, 19, move from 
Illinois to Miami with their lawyer father after their mother has died in a polio epi- 
demic which also took its toll of Lynn. In Florida it is Karla who is the forward, 
forthright one of the family. She makes friends with Gene and his family who run a 
motel and goes to a vocational school to learn the business. Lynn is spiritually un- 
able to overcome her handicap. But events change her. There is some disastrous teen- 
age speeding and Lynn thinks of a plan which will help lessen the accidents and better 
the school's driving record. As she is given a chance to let her plan work out, Lynn 
becomes as much a part of the picture as Karla. Light fare and uncritical of the 
rosy world it so easily creates. (3/13. LC: 56-7293) 
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Longstreth, T. Morris Macmillan 
DOORWAY IN THE DARK $2.75 


Another story of Communism in Germany (see Dangerline) centers on the doings 
of Ernst Westbach, a student in East Berlin, and Jed Gateson, an American boy whose 
father is a colonel in West Berlin. It is through Jed that Ernst has a hand in the 
founding of the Free University of West Berlin. Engaged in underground activities 
against Communist pressures in his university, Ernst becomes so embroiled that he must 
flee to the west, leaving his father and his mother behind. He meets Jed and as they 
plot to ferret out the particular group against them, Jed's life is imperiled and 
Ernst's position will allow him to help either the American or his parents. There are 
some tense moments before all of the Westbachs, and Jed, escape to freedom. A tight 
story. (3/13. LC: 56-7135) 


20 
™ TWELVE TO SIXTEEN- NON-FICTION 


Adler, Irving John Day 


TOOLS IN YOUR LIFE $2.95 


Another good socio-scientific survey by the author of Time in Your Life and 
Fire in Your Life covers the history of tools from the adz to automation, stresses 
knowledge as a tool and clearly illustrates how people and their implements react on 
each other to make society change and grow. Chapter one is a basic definition of 4 
tool, part of which is a comparison of animals’ built in tools with the tools man has 
made for himself. From there, the material is a more or less familiarly patterned his- 
tory of important tools, the stone ax, fire, and on up to the gasoline engine. But 
these chapters are supplemented by a healthy look at the effect of tools on tools, and 
tools on society; how man can use an outmoded tool or a dangerous tool and undermine 
his life or how he can use good tools to further progress. There is the idea of con- 
quering rather than cooperating with nature, but it is sensibly conveyed and certainly 
extensively enough to attract older readers. Drawings and diagrams by Ruth Adler. 
(2/20. LC: 56-5974) 


Potter, Jean Macmillan 
FLYING FRONTIERSMEN $3.00 


Alaskan flying and its history are graphically if over-dramatically described 
in a narrative which highlights the activities of eight well known arctic pilots. In 
the era when both aviation and Alaskan settlement were new, aviation was oddly called 
upon to a job that would logically have needed far more experience, yet which it alone. 
could do, for the only way to supply a roadless land was by plane. This set of cir- 
cumstances contributed to the kind of pilots and aviation history it produced. It is 
a record marked by such events as landings on slippery glaciers, the ferrying of a cow 
in a four seater, and innumerable patch-ups after crack-ups. Among the heroes are 
Carl Ben Eielson, the arctic Lindbergh, Noel Wien who stayed alive, Harold Gillam whose 
tactics made passengers swear either never to fly with him or never to fly without him- 
again. For thrills, spills and technical details about early and not often wise flying, 
this should have its ready audience. Photographs. (4/10. LC: 56-7328) 


Johnson, E. Ned Shelf of Biographies- Messner 
WYATT EARP $2.95 


Reports have it that Wyatt Earp is rising to a Crockett-like popularity. That 
is all to the good- Earp being the less pretentious man. But this second biography of 
him we have read to date (see Wyatt Earpby Olga Hall-Quest, p. 9, 1956) suffers in 
comparison with the first by way of being an obvious and emotionalized build up rather 
than a factual report of deeds that could well be let to speak for themselves. Material 
covered is the same and ranges from Wyatt's youth and buffalo hunting years through his 
duties as an extraordinarily efficient marshal in an extremely deadly west. So, de- 
pending on the kind of characterization you want, you can take your pick. This tends 
to make him into a Fearless Fosdick, at times ridiculous. Drawings by Lorence F. 
Bjorklund. (4/10) 
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McReynolds, John W. Simon & Schuster 
HOW TO PLAN FOR COLLEGE AND WHAT TO DO WHEN YOU GET THERE $1.95 























What colleges have in common, how they differ from each other, academic term- @ 
inology, finances- individual and institutional, and social life are the topics discussed 
in straightforward manner here. A practical rather than an intellectual guide, this pre- 
supposes that college will make life more meaningful and, without discussing why this is 
so, plunges into the details of deciding which kind of college is best, knowing all of 
the courses and activities it has to offer, how,to get scholarships and aid, what to ex- 
pect from fraternities and sororities, how to adjust with the draft board (for boys) and 
college rules and regulations (for girls). Unfortunately this is unperceptive about some 
of the social aspects of college life, but will do for a fair first guide to course and 
college choosing. (3/? LC: 56-6675) 


Proctor, Ida Roy 
MASTERS OF BRITISH PAINTING $3.00 


* The lives and thoughts of eleven British painters are surveyed in exactly the 
kind of book that is needed to break the ice between museum painting and art-shy young- 
sters. To the point in her short introduction, the author takes up thorny problems- 
that much of the art we are supposed to be impressed with can be boring, that it is 
difficult to appreciate in all its aspects, but that it is part of the unmistakable 
thrill of having created something. Then with the artists themselves- Hogarth, Reynolds, 
Gainsborough, Blake, Constable and six others, there are admirably simple analyses of 
their ideas and personalities, their techniques and their works in relation to their 
times. Museum references are British oriented but the book is of international value. 


(3/26. LC: 54-10463) : 
wr 


aa’ 
Block, Irvin Watts © 
PEOPLE $2.95 : 


The first book we have come across that deals strictly with the Mead-Benedict- 
Boaz school of cultural anthropology, on a teen-age level, leaves some things to be de- 
sired in the way of successful simplification. But it is on the whole an encouraging 
interpretation of something that should be part of everyone's education. Much of the 
book is a re-writing of the material in Ruth Benedict's Patterns of Culture, for example, 
or Margaret Mead's works. Though they have been sifted and a little jazzed up to make 
them morepalatable to undeveloped tastes, one easily recognizes the accounts of such 
people as the Arapesh of New Guinea, the Kwakiutl, the Hopi, the Eskimos, the Trobiranders 
and so forth. But Mr. Block has gathered his material efficiently. He also makes quite 
clear the very practical aims of anthropology as a study of what is really natural in human 
behaviour and its method of doing it through an understanding of simpler tribal entities. 
For youngsters who have not been introduced to the idea that there is any other way but 
our own, this should prove heady and stimulating. (4/? LC: 55-5380) 


FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 
Relisted for Young Adults' Fiction from 12 ~ 16 Section: 










Longstreth, T. Morris- DOORWAY IN THE DARK Macmillan 
Stolz, Mary- THE DAY AND WAY WE MET Harper 
Williamson, Joanne- JACOBIN'S DAUGHTER Knopf 








Mayrant, Drayton Appleton-Century-Crofts 





ALWAYS A RIVER $3.75 
A story of contrasts makes its way from Puritan Dorchester Village to South ~ > 
Carolina and offers its hero, Sandy Purbeck, a choice between two ways of living and 











loving. Working for his teaching certificate at Harvard, Sandy meets a southerner and, 
through sudden tragedy,goes with e mission to Carolina. He meets Huguenots there, learns 
something of other religions and falls in love with Nicole- but there is trouble with 


pirates and persecution before Sandy is free to marry her. (Full report on p. 92. 
3/2. LC: 56-6004) 
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Teilhet, Darwin Funk & Wagnalls 
THE ROAD TO GLORY $3.75 


Based on Father Junipero Serra's work in California, this follows bastard 
Hugo Oconor after his banishment from Mexico when sent to California to prove that 
Serra's missions are jeopardizing settlers' rights. Hugo's travels, upsets with 
smugglers, a love affair with Marica, and, finally, his friendship with Serra which 
convinces Hugo of the goodness of his work-. give a pleasant pace to adventuring. 
(Full report on p. 101. 4/? LC: 56-7771) 


Frank, Pat Lippincott 
FORBIDDEN AREA $3.50 


A solid suspense tale converts the supposition of Russian attack into reality 
with the planting of minutely trained and conditioned human weapons at U.S. air force 
bases prior to an all out blow to destroy industrial potentials. Trying to outguess 
Russian strategy and the stories of the leads and people involved, from Washington 
out, are the elements that create an up to the minute story. Serialized as Seven 
Days to Never, this is headed for a popular market. (Full report on p. 94. 3/21. 

LC: 56-6417 ) 


Oliver, Jane Putnam 
SING, MORNING STAR $3.75 


An lith century landscape backgrounds the story of Malcolm Canmore and Mar- 
garet the exiled Saxon princess whose religion was a temporary obstacle to their marr- 
fage. In a time rent by political struggles, Malcolm gives refuge to Margaret after 
William the Conqueror dismissed her brother. With William and Malcolm at war, Margaret, 
within a religious compromise, did the work for peace and understanding that was to 
make her a recognized saint. (Full report on p. 92. 3/9. LC: 56-6493) 


NON-FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 
Relisted for Young Adults’ Non-fiction from 12 - 16 Section: 


Adler, Irving- TOOLS IN YOUR LIFE John Day 
Block, Irvin- PEOPLE Watts 
McReynolds, John W.- HOW TO PLAN FOR COLLEGE AND WHAT TO DO 

WHEN YOU GET THERE Simon & Schuster 
Potter, Jean- FLYING FRONTIERSMEN Macmillan 
Proctor, Ida- MASTERS OF BRITISH PAINTING Roy 
Bank, Ted, II Crowell 

BIRTHPLACE OF THE WINDS $4.50 


---is the Aleutian Islands where Ted Bank, as a graduate student in the Uni- 
versity of Michigan, spent a recent enchanted summer on a virtually self propelled 
botany and anthropology expedition. Describing his stay in friendly, lively style, 
he tells of the luck with which he got there, the excitement of collecting plant spe- 
cimens and finding ancient village sites and, most interestingly, of the present day 
social set up in the Island chain. Spirited. (Full report on p.117. 4/9.LC:56-6324) 


Cottrell, Leonard Rinehart 
THE MOUNTAINS OF PHARAOH $6.00 


A broad and lively analysis of the pyramids of the Giza plateau, this should 
find wide layman interest as a fresh history of archaeological development in Egypt. 
Cottrell begins with an imaginary visit in the 7th century B.C. to the pyramids which 
were by then only tight lipped guardians of the. past. Then in analyzing the informa- 
tive comments which were to come down to the modern world- from the writings of Hero- 
dotus up to the discovery of the sunboat- the result is some suspensefully sustained 
mysteries of the ages as well as a sense of participation in the history of en 
Egypt. Photographs. (Full report on p. 66. 3/26. LC: 56-5721) 
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de la Croix, Robert John Day 
MYSTERIES OF THE NORTH POLE $3.50 


Four real-life (or rather death) adventures come in a tone of quiet horror to 
speculate about the unhappy endings of doomed arctic expeditions. There were British 
ships that vanished while hunting for a Northwest Passage in 1845; a balloonist and crew 
who perished; a fated Russian fishing trip; and another airship, the /talia, which crash- 
ed. Cold facts here. Photos and maps. (Full report on p. 109. 3/5.10:56-5979) 


Truman, Harry S. Doubleday 
MEMOIRS: Vol. II- YEARS OF TRIAL AND HOPE $5.00 


While some readers found Vol. I- YEAR OF DECISIONS- uneven in its interest, this 


in its turn is unfailingly absorbing. In a broad chronological outline of the major issues 


of his administration, the substance is approached issue by issue. On the domestic scene 
we follow from the problems of atomic energy on through to agriculture and the off-shore 
oil bill, and in foreign affairs there is China and the China Lobby, NATO, the explosive 
Middle East and so on. Even if readers differ politically with Mr. Truman, there is an 





increasing sense throughout the book of the depth of understanding on a wide range of topics, 


of long term thinking and of courage in withstanding public opinion within and without his 
party. (Full report on p 106. 3/5.10:55-10519) 


Chotzinoff, Samuel Knopf 
TOSCANINI $3.50 


An affectionate and admiring portrait is painted by an NBC executive and critic 
whose friendship with Toscanini dated from the Twenties and an interview at La Scala. We 
meet the Maestro, the man who openly defied Mussolini; who was fascinated by small things 
as well as big; who scourged his fellow musicians but burned with a democratic zeal out- 


side his dictatorship of music- and the acquaintance here has the sparkle of good champagne: 


shared with friends. (Full report on p. 106.3/19.1C:56-578) 


Ryan, Mildred G, Scribner 
: SEW SMARTLY $2.95 


A blueprint for home dressmakers shows the novice seamstress also how to face 
her figure. Before actual instruction begins there is advice on personality and physical 
assets and what corrections line, color and cut can make. Then there is information on 
fabric, threads, tools, pressing, sewing machines, fitting and so on. Worthwhile. 
Illustrated. (Full report on p. 67 3/?.1C:56-7126) 


lof 


Jennison, Keith Viking 
THE BOYS AND THEIR MOTHER $2.75 


Husband and wife dialogues link the sections of this book about their boys, 
Chris and Nick, and the roundabouts that parents encounter. Shifting backwards and for- 
wards, there is the money problem, the battle of bettering tastes, a move to the country, 
a new teacher, pets, etc.- and the whole has a demure and quiet humor that big and little 
leagues will enjoy. (Full report on p. 68.3/16.1LC:56-6284 ) 
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MUST BOOK 
wri O/B aac, Degeat 
Hersey, John a rey Knopf 
A SINGLE PEBBLE Kool< Pb - $3.00 


A young, sensitive American engineer, with one goal in mind- the harnessing 
of the Yangtse River- ships up river by junk to see for himself where a dam could be 
placed. This is the story of that journey in time. For an American in a hurry the 
preposterousness of the delays - from 24 hours lost when the cook, at the moment of 
casting off, departed to get some fresh cabbage, to the slow mode of operation, 
indifference to time and the river, use of man power when motor power seemed an answer- 
and, more overwhelming than the delays, the indifference to the human element, even 
when it involved the violent death of the lead tracker, Old Pebble,- all this added 
up to something more vital than Western hurry and hundreds of miles of hydro-electric 
promises ahead. The story told against the saga of the journey is a slight one:- the 
lure and beauty and terror of the river finds its parallels in the romantic view he 
acquires of the slim young wife of the owner of the junk, as she nurses him back to 
health from a bout of. fever. On shore, the glamor fades- even the individuality of 
the separate members of the crew desappears. There is left only the faint hope that 

@ time would find the answer; the underlying realization that time, in Chinese terms, 
was no man's span; that superstition and dedication to the ways of the past must 
change. The book can be read as allegory, but what captures one in the reading is 
the impact of the river in all its beauty and violence; the symbolism of China's 
antiquity, impassivity and resignation; and the littleness of one man against an age 
old civilization, which corresponds to nothing we\know. It is a short book, but a 
memorable experience. (1C:56-7209) 


AN OPEN FIELD 


Santha Rama Rau writes her first novel- REMEMBER THE HOUSE (Harper)- and she has a 
following; so does Bruce Marshall- but the dialect may impede his GIRL IN MAY (Houghton, 
Mifflin); John Beecroft's collection KIPLING (Doubleday) will have the assistance of 
the Literary Guild selection; Feuchtwanger's RAQUEL (Messner) is reasonably reliable 
historical fiction; Aubrey Menen's THE ABODE OF LOVE (Scribner) is for the fastidious; 
and there's a highly personable first novel- William Du Bois’ A SEASON TO BEWARE 
(Putnam) which the publishers will support. See below for reports. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 
March 15 


Hazaz, Hayim Abelard-Schuman 
MORI SA'ID $4.00 


i A translation from the Hebrew, by Ben Halperin, this holds an Old Testament 
beat for its story of three generations in Eretz Israel during World War II. Yemenites, 
Mori Sa'id is an ancient, versed in the interpretation of dreams, his son, Sion, is 
losing faith with the old ways and drifts, drunkenly, into indulgent negation, and his 
@ granddaughter, Rumyeh, loving Shalom, dreams of the kibbutz and an orderly way of life. 
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Mori Sa'id's prophecies affect his best friend but no others and, in the end, he finds 

solace among the beggars at the wailing wall; Sion leaves and returns to his wife, and { 
Rumyeh escapes to the kibbutz. The war is external only, the incidents and situations , 
develop from the little community and Mori Sa'id's chanted messages are interpolated with 

domestic, financial and marital interludes that range from hysteria to broad humor. A 

Ram's Horn Book, this is special in subject and audience. (1C:56-7618) 


March 19 


Rooney, Frank Vanguard 
THE HEEL OF SPRING $3.75 


A second novel has more than one affiliation with The Courts of Memory which 
appeared in 1954. Again it is a young man's first person search for revelation- and to 
some extent absolution; again it is a psycho-pathological portfolio on somewhat damaged 
men and women who cannot escape themselves- or the first frame of reference- the family. 
Charley Blackwell tells his story from the time when- at 16- he learns that he is not an 
orphan; his father is still alive- in jail- and had murdered his mother. And from’ the 
close circumstances of his upbringing by his Uncle Roy, a seedy figure for whom he will 
always have affection, there is his introduction to his blunt, flashy Uncle Arnold who 
will earn his respect. He learns of the existence of his two sisters, Hester who is 
tormented by the memory of her parents, Doreen who is indifferent to the past- and because 
of Hester he is prompted to see his father, to learn more- and still more of the old scandal 
revived by new speculations when his father attempts to escape, and later dies. Until 
finally, while still unexplained, he is able to clear himself of its shadow, its stigma, 


and to move on to a freer future.... An exploration, and expiation, which as in the first 
book feed on many flagrant acts and flagellant impulses and which are handled with an un- 
questionable vitality. (1C:56-7886) @ 
March ?? 
Cormack, Barbara Villy Bouregy & Curl 
THE HOUSE $3.00 


The House is not much more than a deserted shack in rural Canada, but it serves 
as a link in the lives of successive characters in this novel, and it is a home to some, 
a temporary shelter to others. To the Townsends, Philip and Hilda, a veteran and his bride 
who have just arrived from England, it offers the chance to make a future together- but they 
have many setbacks in spite of the help of their neighbors, the Culvers, and a friend Bob 
who joins them. Hilda is killed, and Philip dies- and it is, Bob, who assumes the care of 
their son, young Philip. A relief family moves into The House for a time- then the Culvers, 
when their home burns; it is also a refuge for an enemy alien whom the Culvers have tried 
to protect;.and it will be a point of return for young Philip- after he grows up.... There 
are indigenous values here- of a remote part of this country and the struggle of those who 
will develop it- and the handling shares its sobriety. A little more than rental- but not 
surely saleable. 


Howe, Margaret Bouregy & Curl 
A DOCTOR FOR BARBARA $2.50 


Barbara is not a nurse but, in operating the gift shop at Hilton General Hos- 
pital, she gets her share of medical (cardiac division) attention. She is Dr. Harding's 
heart throb but aloof, indifferent Dr. Davidson, the new surgeon and polio expert, turns 
out to be hers when he lets her help with: the family side of his patients and persuade 
isolated hill families to bring their stricken children to the hospital. But when her 
assistant, flirtatious Jenny, gets polio and she learns Davidson insists on marrying her @ 
so he can experiment with cures, Barbara snaps out of it, abets Jennie's real romance and 
hares off after Harding. Antacid and -iseptic, as before. 
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March ?? 


McElfresh, Adeline Bouregy & Curl 
SHATTERED HALO $2.50 


The shattering of Port(er) Dale's halo, editor of the Gazette and a very 
civic citizen, also ends in the break-up of Bess Nolan's romance- for Bess is to marry 
Port. Not one suspects- not even Al who also loves Bess- that behind Port's public- 
spirited programs lies a private partnership in a local gambling spot- but by the 


time the news leaks out- Bess has already realized it is Al she loves.... Politics at 
a local level- and romance localized for rentals only. Passable. 
April i /L 
Rau, Santha Rama Harper 
REMEMBER THE HOUSE $3.00 


The first novel of a well known and well traveled author turns “home to 
India" for a story of a young woman's choice of a way of life. The daughter of a 
brilliant lawyer whose crusading has helped the Congress Party and the cause of free- 
dom but whose political usefulness has passed, Baba lives in Bombay, was educated in 
England, but thinks of her grandmother's country house in Jalnabad as home. It is 
at the New Year's party in 1947 that Baba meets the young American couple, the Nichols, 
and is drawn by their open love for one another and enthusiasm for exotic India. Her 
friend Pria, clannish and withdrawn from the Americans, tells her that they have no 
place in the Indian way of life - and as the Americans retreat, bewildered by their 
encounter with Indians and attempts to be friends, Baba sees the truth of Pria's re- 
mark. Still, imbued with the idea of romantic love they embody, she will not marry 
Hari, the eligible companion and suitor, until she has had a sour taste of infatuation 
for a young school teacher while visiting her mother and grandmother in Malabar - her 
little adventure that provides her answer. Written with the attention to detail and 
authenticity of her non-fiction and with central interest focussed on a strenuous 
cultural exercise, this has another atmosphere from the more lyric and dramatic 
Some Inner Fury by Kamala Markandaya or from the more openly satirical Amrita by R. 


Prawer Jhabvala. (LC:55 10715) 
Apri} 13 su 


Sneider, Vern Putnam 
A LONG WAY FROM HOME $3.50 


Six of the eight short stories by the author of The Teahouse Of The August 
Moon and A Pail Of Oysters concentrate on scenes and tales from Korea, both military 
and civilian, and view the lessons that war and foreign friends can teach. The 
opening of A Pail Of Oysters, under that name, is among them; there is also a hashish- 
spurred soldier of the Red Army; a colonel's lady puts a major's wife in her place; 
men and officers know a common cause when they see the destruction visited from the 
north; a Korean finds courage and loyalty through his American buddy, etc. In Texas 
a colored soldier who is the butt of his companions' jokes proves his valor; out in 
Michigan Uncle Bosko's arrival from behind the Iron Curtain stirs up many problems 
for his Polish relatives, among them romance. All have a popular touch, not omit- 
Gas the a or the leaven of humor, and offer ingratiating, straight story-telling. 

LC 356-6495 


April 16 |4 


Menen, Aubrey Scribner 
THE ABODE OF LOVE $3.50 


...e-is home of the cult centering around Henry James Prince, whose develop- 
ment of his own talents with The Ladies and subsequently a sinless religion (payable 
in advance) was a 19th century manifestation - of great delight to this author. 
Prince's trail is traced from the time his early transgressions brought him into 
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disfavor with his superiors when he was a curate, to those meetings and personalities that 

promoted his rebellion and his organization of a program for wealth and success - with The 

Ladies. His enduring marriage to Julia whose belief in her husband transcended her feel- | 
ings about his eventual harem; his association with Bunt, the Marine who was disgraced © 

when his life as a castaway fell short of the expected exploits (although his achievements 

were remarkable); the assembling of his disciples and the wooing of the women, five sisters 

in particular whose inheritance bought them husbands as well as everlasting life; and the 

establishment of his colony in The Abode of Love which brought him security, many brides 

and a fairly quiet notoriety - this is happy hunting for an author who has a sharp pen for 

social and moral deviations, and a feeling for a neatly turned point of sex. Quiet but of 


the quintessence. (10:56-8515) 
April 17 


Myers, John Myers Little, Brown 
DEAD WARRIOR $3-75 


There is a bit more bone structure and flesh on the bones than in the ordinary 
might-be-true Western, but all the familiar ingredients are there. Carruthers had enough 
of the lawyer in him to take the mantle in the eight-saloon mining camp of Three Deuces- 
but he stayed behind when the stampede to Powder Keg emptied the town - and became, by 
default, owner of the mail coach and the horses. Then his real adventures started- and 
action was quick and fast. The wind-up was at a new strike, promptly named Dead Warrior- 
and the story goes through the rise and decline of a gold strike town, the coming of "res- 
pectability" and "law and order", the substitution of a company town (copper supported) 
for the wide open saloon- dance hall- gambling joint main drag of a gold strike town. 
Carruthers lost one girl in a gun play; he rode out on another, when his ideas failed to 
jibe with hers. The story is a natural next move from the Wyatt Earp yarn, The Last 
Chance (1950) and the factual story, Doc Holliday (1955),both of which used Tombstone, e@ : 
Arizona. For the moreselective among the Western fans. (1C:56-5925) 


April 19 


Beecroft, John- Fd. Doubleday 
KIPLING $5,95 7,9 0 


Te a generation brought up on Just So Stories, The Jungle Books, Stalky & Co., 
The Light that Failed, Kim, Plain Tales from the Hills, The Day's Work - and verses from 
Departmental Ditties and Barrack Room Ballads (verses that in many instances are by-words 
to many who never read them in their original form) - this Kippling anthology will be a 
goldmine of engaging recall. Once again Mowgli and Rikki Tikki Tavi, the Cat that walked 
by Itself, the Elephant's Child and the how and why of “high and far off times" will bring 
back household words and phrases. Xim will graduate from being grand adventure to having 
deeper spiritual significance. Mrs. Hawksbee will reappear from misty backgrounds. Wee 
Willie Winkie will fail to bring tears- but will be seen as a source, a derivative of 
many tales from other hands. India will take on reality as an empire outpost again. And 
Kipling, in his own unfinished story, will etch in the backgrounds that supplied his 
inspiration. It seems unfair to cavil over omissions, but couldn't something from Stalky 
have been used? Should 7he Little White Seal have been ignored? And wasn't there room- 
even at the cost of some omissions- for The Brushwood Boy, The Man Who Would Be King, 
The Maltese Cat? However, let's be grateful for the perceptive devotion that has given 
us so rich a choice- and hope that this, following Carrington's Life of Rudyard Kipling 
(see P. 734 - Sept. 15, 1955) will stimulate the growth of a whole new Kipling audience. 
May Literary Guild. (1C:56-6647) @ 
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April 23 


Manners, William John Day 
YOU CALL THAT A HOUSE? $3.50 


Contemporary houses in traditionally minded communities is the fighting point 
that Bob and Margaret Tyler take on when they build, in Connecticut's closely held, 
and protected, town of Fairport, what their neighbors and acquaintances hold to be a 
monstrosity. But Bob, converted to modern lines and living, takes on the Bayberry 
Hill Civic Association in defense of his extreme dwelling, refuses to admit that he 
or his house is to be censured. So it is “Colonial country” versus alterations on 
the horrible example, which is interrupted when the Tyler house becomes the refuge 
of the obstinate Rockwells who have been burned out and whose experience with open 
planning, glass walls, patios, etc., effects a conversion that vindicates the newcomers- 
A free for all which airs some architectural as well as snobbish prejudices, this bats 
the breeze amiably. (10:56 7350) 


Feuchtwanger, Lion 7 Messner 
RAQUEL: The Jewess of Toledo $4.50 


Report repeated from the July lst bulletin, when scheduled for fall publi- 
cation,as follows: "This is actually the story of Raquel's father, the merchant 
Ibraham of Seville, who left Seville to become one of the privy council of King Al- 
fonso VIII, whose campaign against Seville had been lost at great cost to the econo- 
my of Castile. Ibraham, now known as Don Yehuda, held a perilous post: he had re- 
assumed the Judaism he had been forced to abandon in childhood in Seville; he was 
disliked by the Christians who were jealous of his growing power, and distrusted by 
his own people. But Alfonso found himself increasingly dependent on the man who was 
rebuilding the country's economy, financing his ventures, and striving to hold him to 
the period of peace he had agreed to. But then Alfonso falls in love with Raquel; and 
the spite of his queen, living in Burgos, turned against Don Yehuda and his daughter, 
and took its form in engineering a pact with Aragon and in preparations for joining 
the Second Crusade by attacking the infidels in southern Spain- whose power proved 
again too great for the Christian knights. In the chaos that resulted, the Jews were 
Once more the scapegoat, and Raquel and Don Yehuda perished by the sword. Feuchtwanger 
has brought new life to a little known story, and made an unseemly period of world 
history take on new significance. The story now and again bogs down in the trappings 
of scholarship, but in the main is good reading. (1C:55-7260)" 


Du Bois, William Putnam 
A SEASON TO BEWARE $3.95. 


A call from the past takes Dave Story back through the past, on the plane 
from New York to Florida, and brings him to a full return - to his wife, with every 
lingering doubt spaded under. Doctor to sick novels as editor in Darby House, a New 
York publishing firm, he retraces the pattern that through the years is bringing him 
back to Julia and his birthplace, Mandarine, Florida, - the pattern that came out of a 
deal with Tony Cole who offered the School of Journalism at Columbia and a job on the 
Reporter for Dave's pushing him through two years of college in Florida. There was. _ 
another, more romantic promise to Julia, in summer vacations,- a novel and a future as 
a writer; Julia's capitulation to the use they could make of Tony - and a trio was formed 
which held together during the depression, Tony's Columbia diploma and his outward 
performance as a New York newspaperman. Dave's decision to give up writing for report- 
ing sends Julia to Paris with Tony to help with the book Tony is to write and this 
sends Dave to Darby House to be ready for the finished book. Paris, to collect Julia 
and the novel, brings Tony's burning of his manuscript and Dave's farewell to them 
both; now, years later, he is en route for another work. And, again, a burning but 
this time after Dave has finally cut his ties to Julia and to Tony, and this time he 
returns to Mary, healed of his long-held malaise. The heel, the leech, the poseur in 
Tony; the dedicated genius-guardian in Julia; the man in the paper world who makes his 
jump through the hoop in Dave; the family, college, business and emotional worlds in 
the 20's and 30's - add up to a recall that, if it has a familiar feeling, makes its 


picture believable within its frame Deliberate and literate, this views with no re- 
grets. (10:56- 7204 
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April 23 


Kellner, Esther Westminster 
THE PROMISE $3.50 @ 


A mannerly story of the Biblical past centers about Sarah, wife of Abraham, who 
went forth with him from the House of Terah, city of Ur, to the tents of Canaan, leaving 
home and old gods behind. Sarah's barrenness is a terrible trial to her which embitters 
her even after the blessed coming of her son Isaac, for she has given her beloved Hagar to 
Abraham to provide an heir and her love of Hagar turns to wrath as Ishmael grows beautiful 
and good in the strength of Abraham's love. So it is that she turns Hagar and Ishmael 
into the desert and only afterwards repents of her hatred. Other stories merge - that of 
Lot, who chose to descend to Sodom to please his luxury-loving wife; of Elisheba, the 
Canaanite wife of Eliezer and mother of Shem,who returned to her own people and offered 
herself as sacrifice to Baal to save her loved ones; of Azubah the old slave woman, whose 
profligate lover Rahim returned to ease her last hours under force and steal her jewels; 
of the struggle to oust old notions and replace them with the new idea of God. There is a 
gentle approach to Abraham and to such incidents as Sarah's appearance before the Pharaoh 
as his(sister in her attempt to save her husband). Low-keyed, aimed at the conservative 
women's audience it will reach. (1C:56-5430) 


April 25 


Wyllie, John Dutton 
JOHNNY PURPLE $3.00 


A second, short novel trails an R.A.F. squadron through a few missions in the 
air- and back to a base in Sumatra in 1942. Attacked by the fighters from a Japanese 
carrier, Wing Commander Buchanan goes down- and Johnny (Purple) Mason replaces him, © 
Johnny who is something of an immaculate young man- steady, assured, unquestioning and un- 
afraid. To Georges Perrier, an intellectual without faith but still the hope that he may 
find one, Johnny is both a friend and something more- so that when Johnny is killed, Georges 
through his death finds a meaning- if it is only the revenge which takes him on a suicidal 
attack against a cruiser... Not important, and likely to be muffled by the gunfire of more 
ambitious books- but a direct, concentrated job. (10:56-6371) 












Piper, Evelyn Harper 
THE LADY AND HER DOCTOR $3.50 


From earlier suspense stories, to a full length, fuller bodied novel in which 
crime is the chief concern, this is a very explicit exposition of Dr. Milton Krop's 
attempt to escape the commonplace circumstances of his life in Jackson Heights, and the 
demands of supporting his brother's oppressive wife, - and her children. Called in 

to attend the death of wealthy Mrs. Folsom, whose daughter- Sloane- (wrongly) thinks 
she has killed her mother with an overdose of medicine (a placebo), Krop signs the death 
certificate, succeeds in marrying Sloane. But for all their money his life with Sloane 
is on a niggardly scale; her suspicions are many and her largesse is limited; and he is 
further aggravated by the arrival- from Antibes- of her sister Amory who doubts and dis- 
likes him. A final, foolproof plan to secure his freedom- along with a little cash- 
achieves Sloane's murder- but it is Amory- still suspicious- who proves to be an unavoid- 
able pursuant.... There is a certain virtuosity here, even more malice, and an undeniable, 
unpleasant conviction- grubby rather than grim. (10:56-6049) 
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April 26 


De Vries, Peter Little, Brown 
) 6 COMFORT ME WITH APPLES $3.50 


A tinkling tale of Decency, Conn., and the on-again-off-again affairs of 
Chick Swallow ruffles the lunatic fringe of marriage, a newspaper column, an affair 
with a married woman, and other graceless notes to jangle small town living. Chick 
and his friend Nick fancy themselves in men of the world, witty roles; Chick achieves 
his father-in-law's column, complete with "pepigrams" and "The Lamplighter" philos- 
ophy, and a wife who keeps well grounded against his airier foolery. Along with the 
complications that Pete Cheshire brews when he is paroled to Chick as a Big Brother, 
comes the trouble that mutual interests and hobbies bring to Chick when Mrs.Thicknesse 
gets seductive, while another seductive piece leads him into a suit which is cleared 
by Nick whose legal eagle look confounds even the judge. A slippery bit in which the 
boys who were "clever so long"...find it "necessary to be good" revolves around some 
bright to medium dialogue and situations, and leans even more heavily on farce than 
did the previous The Tunnel Of Love. (1954) Dizzy. (10:56-6763) 


Hill Pamela Putnam 
MARJORIE OF SCOTLAND $3.50 


Scotland was the setting for The King's Vixen (1954), while France and 
Madame de Maintenon were the subject of The Crown And The Shadow (1955); this returns 
to Scotland of the 14th century and the short life of the daughter of Robert Bruce. 
It follows her dismissal when her father took an English wife, her return to him when 
he was crowned in 1306, her share of the first summer he was outlawed, and the flight 
from English pursuit which resulted in her captivity at the convent of Walton. Refusing 
to weaken and join the order, Bannockburn proved her faith when Robert defeated his 
enemies but her lack of courtly ways, her inability for women's pasttimes and her love 
@ of the out of doors dimmed the joy of her return. Until Walter the High Steward of 
Scotland claimed her and gentled her in domesticity only to have her die when she was 
thrown from a horse. The baby that Will the eunuch saved was to become the first 
Stewart king. The savaging and mauling of a homeland, the tug of war between authority 
and the hatred of vassalage to England, tension that mounts as the death of the old 
wolf (Edward) is expected, - these are the things that the little Marjorie knew and 
that the older Marjorie had only a small time left to experience. An interesting and 
intelligent interpretation of known facts fills in this little life. 


April 30 


Marshall, Bruce Houghton, Mifflin 
GIRL IN MAY $22? 


"St. Andrews by the northern sea” - this is the setting for Bruce Marshall's 
gentle satire on the weaknesses of the flesh, and the poverty of the spirit. His 
barbs- kindly ones- are directed almost alike against the Episcopal Church of Scotland, 
and the Roman Catholics - and the verbal battles waged over the golf course and the 
cricket green. Against this running battle of wits is told a winsome Jove story, in 
which a schoolboy studying with the ministry of the Episcopal Church in view, and the 
schoolgirl daughter of the local Canon, whose High Church Anglicanism comes perilously 
close to being the "bridge” he proclaims it to be. Soutar was naive and ardent in his 
pursuit of Bumpie, but her father reached a point of no return when their last mis- 
demeanor tried his patience too far. A kindly soul, he yielded again and again...And 
thirty years later, Bishop Soutar, dignitary of the Church of Rome, comes back to 

@ St. Andrews - and to his memories of a girl he had lost. A tour de force, this slight 
tale - and the colloquialism and Scotticisms trip the unwary reader. (10:56-5956) 
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April 30 


Bonner » Paul Hyde Scribner @ 
WITH BOTH EYES OPEN $2.75 


A short novel- or a long short story- is a well-dressed diversion, follows 
Anthony Gaylord to Scotland where he leases a rough shoot and-on a hunting holiday- tries 
to forget the recent death of his wife. Hoping to be alone, he cannot escape the amenities 
owed his hostess, Emily, Lady Carter-Owen, also widowed. Her success in the field leaves 
him to wonder if she is able to bag what she aims at elsewhere; her charms are chameleon- 
and considerable- and he leaves her regretfully for the States. There are many warnings- 
from her daughter- from her friends- about Emily's brace of husbands and their sudden 
deaths; he does not trust her- or himself; but finally a new perspective, through the eyes 
of her daughter, returns him to Emily with greater assurance... For all the hunting sorties, 
this is not too tweedy for those who don't- and the Bonner name will give what is virtually 
only a light, slight romance more than a sporting chance. Certainly rentally. (1C:56-6143) 


April 2% 2 / 


Duke, Osborn Criterion 
SIDEMAN $4.50 


A few weeks in the life of a young trombone player is an initiation, not only 
for Bernie Bell, into the somewhat special life of the jazz band- and in love, and while 
a pretty complete score- there are probably very few wrong notes. Duke Osborn lived it 
for a time. Bernie wears his hair a little long for this world- he really wants to write 
serious music- but when he is hired to play in a ballroom outside L.A., he can earn the 
money to study under a famous teacher. He falls in love with Claire, the wife of Coke whose @ 
dogged devotion to her is a sad thing to watch, and whose notions of being an "artiste" as 
a dancer prompt Coke to get further in debt by borrowing money for some lessons, and Bernie 
to write some music for her. Claire's dancing days are numbered- by a baby to come, and 
while Bernie does manage one night with her, the next day she tries to get rid of the baby- 
lands in the hospital. Jimmy, the manager, who has been Coke's watchdog for many years, 
runs interference for his sake, fires Bernie and sends him home... There's a lot of music 
here- and momentum- but it's also something of a literary jam session- loose and undis- 
ciplined. (LC:56-6209) 


Frizell, Bernard Simon & Schuster 
TEN DAYS IN AUGUST Z $3.95 


1944, and the last ten days of the German occupation of Paris, the insurrection 
staged by the Resistance- more of a moral achievement, and the activities of a few deadly, 
dedicated men and women provides a fully developed drama. Reboussin is one of the leaders; 
so is Bourbon, the arrogant military adviser; Gaudin, who has not been home enought to 
know that his wife Suzanne has taken a German lover Klaus; Patrice Vallois, and Danielle, 
whom he loves and whom he asks to shoot the German informer who had once been her lover. 
Patrice, afraid that an insurrection may lead to communist control, backs it when Danielle 
is arrested by the Germans (betrayed by Suzanne) and Danielle is on the list of exchange 
prisoners when a truce is reached. Even so, the position of the French is uneasy- and 
aman is sent through to the American lines to plead for a march on Paris. Danielle is. 
the victim of a physically humiliating interrogation prefacing worse violations to come- 
but with the 1i@Bration of Paris, she too is free.... Passions, patriotic and otherwise, 
create their ferment and keep this aroused. There's no time for knitting.... A first © 


novel. (1LC:56-6667) 
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April Wri 


Martinson, Harry Viking 
THE ROAD $3.50 


Harry Martinson, a Swedish writer of some eminence, is also the cigar-maker 
Bolle who took to "the road" in this book which is not so much a novel as a sequence 
of scattered interludes and an exchange of the nomadic philosophy which pervades the 
loose pattern of what is to a great extent a poet's work. Here, walking the roads 
and the woods, dreaming, wondering, is the life of a free spirit- but it is not 
altogether a happy vagabondage for Bolle knows the price of continual censure and 
the ill wind of fear. With Bolle you will spend many years begging for food, shiv- 
ering in hayricks, and even sentenced to hard labor after an arrest by the police. 
You will meet his mentor, Sandemar, who gathers his disciplines in a kiln where he 
will eventually burn to death; you will visit incurable invalids; and there will be 
the two week hiatus with the "woman of the wilds"... An always lyrical, sometimes a 
grotesque journey into "the obscurity of the strayed"- this communicates, more than 
anything else, the mystique of the vagrant..... Very special- and presumably very 
limited in its appeal. (LC:56-7599) 


Murdoch, Iris Viking 
THE FLIGHT FROM THE ENCHANTER $3.75 


Iris Murdoch, who with John Wain and Kingsley Amis formed a trio of bright 
talent brilliantly received in England at the time of publication of their first 
novels, continues on this rather unclassifiable comic offbeat. Certainly there is 
no clear intent- unless it might be the dispersion of accepted codes of conduct and 
the assemblage of a group of unpredictable people who pursue an unexpected course. 
There is Annette Cockeyne- who summarily leaves school to take up the business of 
living- preferably with older men; the indecisive Hunter who has inherited a suf- 
fragette paper which Mischa Fox, a malevolently attractive figure, wants to buy; 
Rosa, Hunter's sister, and Fox' quondam mistress, who is now shared equally and 
equitably by two Polish refugee brothers; Peter Saward, a historian attempting to 
decipher the Kastanic script, whose love for Rosa is also academic; Rainborough, an 
emasculated middle-aged man in a government job whose amatory reach usually exceeds 
his grasp; etc., etc. All these people, while only casually and momentarily as- 
sociated, form a capricious coterie of non-conformists. For some it may be an 
amusing abstraction; for others a taste for the bizarre they are unready to acquire. 


(LC:56-6280) 


INSENSIBLE, OSTENSIBLE AND INCOMPREHENSIBLE 


March 19 
Clarke, Arthur C. Ballantine 
REACH FOR TOMORROW $2.00 
: $.35 
w A new collection of short stories range forward in time and view a changing 


universe; old worlds die- and new civilizations replace them. And there are many 

extraterrestial excursions in strange ships. The earch is ruined and the "forgotten 
enemy"- the glacier- will repossess it; a flying saucer with its suspect passengers 
lands; a powerful lens reveals a race beneath the earth. And there are personal tra- 








gedies as well: Nelson, after the shock of a generator, is laterally inverted; Connolly 


is haunted by a parasitic presence which drives him to his death; etc., etc. An un- 
settling- but diverting form of divination. (1C:56-8164) 
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March ?? 
Payne, Stephen Bouregy & Curl 
RAIDERS OF THE RIMROCK $2.50 @ 


Jim Gregory's decision to go straight is hampered by the distrust of the set- 
tlers his old gang of outlaws had helped to save from a cattleman's raw deals; he dis- 
trusts the heirs who come to claim the dead man's cattle. The pursuit of a lawman is 
another obstacle but good old Greg comes through with the swindle exposed, the real heir- 
ess saved - and the girl he wants, he gets. It's A BC, and not much further. 


Thames, C. H. Bouregy & Curl 
VIOLENCE IS GOLDEN $2.50 


And sunken treasure provides the glitter which attracts salvage men to Miami 
Beach where the Santa Theresa holds a twenty million dollar lure. Adam Grange, an ex- 
lifeguard, gets his man- when the lines are tangled with a double murder- his girl too 
but loses the treasure when the Theresa is dynamited to the bottom. Bright waters- but 
.not very deep- for the less selective detective ashore. 


Stone, Hampton Simon & Schuster 
THE STRANGLER WHO COULDN'T LET GO $2.75 


N.Y. Asst. D.A. Gibby, and his mouthpiece Mac, on a fishing holiday on Long 
Island, do not get to cast but get caught up in the murder of a local caretaker. And while 
the natives are friendly, this is a close community of old families and odd characters- 
and a local feud between duck farmers and oystermen keys the search for the killer.... 
Active and aggressive as before. @ 


April 16 


Davey, Jocelyn Knopf 
A CAPITOL OFFENSE $3.00 


On a special Foreign Office mission, Oxford Don Ambrose Usher brings his philo- 
sophy to bear on a murder in the British Embassy in Washington. Trouble shooting for a 
fault in security, Usher confounds Shaughnessy of Homicide in his untanglement of inter- 
national interests, in his cutting across the would be straight line of police and FBI 
investigation and in his reversing the field when it comes to putting the pieces in place. 
A quite lofty dome doing-in, with some stimulating verbal fireworks, this is caviare for 
a special market. (1C:56-7210) 


_- 


April 20 


Rutledge, Nancy Random House 
WANTED FOR MURDER $2.75 


A circumstantial, fatal accident is the making of a murderer as Raphael, as- 
suming the identity of the man he kills on a train, learns that as Benjy Neils he may 
inherit the millions of Miss Amelia. But Mynnelou, his girl, trails him and is a threat; 
so is an unknown stranger- and he kills again with increasing ease. Miss Amelia is to 





be his final victim- but he fluffs and faces her rightful heir and the police. No ae 
but a fair amount of suspense and a plausible performance. (10:56-6345) 
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The Few Which Are Far Between 


What's in a name- or rather two- will help to solidify an audience for James Hilton's 
slight memoir- HRH: THE STORY OF PHILIP, DUKE OF EDINBURGH (Little, Brown-A.M.P.); 
the long-awaited third volume in the documentary of child development- for a long- 
standing market, the Gesell, Ilg & Ames YOUTH (Harper); a very friendly portrait of 
MAUDE ADAMS by Phyllis Robbins (Putnam); and if the television public also reads, 
their leading celebrity is again larger than life in Jim Bishop.’s THE GOLDEN HAM 
(Simon & Schuster). See below for reports. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 
March 2 


Mosley, Leonard Scribner 
GIDEON GOES TO WAR $3.50 


History will record Orde Wingate's three major contributions to human free- 
dom: he led the Jews in their initial attack upon Arab lands and taught the Jews the 
elements of warfare; he planned and directed the action by which Haile Selassie re- 
sumed control of Ethiopia; he organized the guerilla warfare and later the full-scale 
serial invasion which won Burma back from the Japanese. As a man Wingate belongs 
perhaps less to history than psychopathology. An early passion for Arab affairs 
was succeeded by a Zionist zeal only the most fanatic Jews could equal- a zeal en- 
tirely unaccountable that he proposed- in 1939- to destroy the British oil refinery 
at Haifa, although he was a trusted and prominent officer in the British intelli- 
gence. Despised by almost everyone, a brutal, angry, physically dirty figure, 
Wingate attempted suicide in a fit of depression, and repeatedly reshaped his 
broken career with his spellbinding lectures to Wavell, Churchill and Shertok. The 
biography is rapid and intense, though it removes none of the mysteries and resolves 
none of the contradictions surrounding its hero. It should be promising, however, 
for traditional readers of war stories, followers of Israeli history, and the gen- 
eral reader who will find Wingate a fascinating, frightening figure. 


March 17 


Rutzebeck, Hjalmar Greenberg 
MAD SEA $3-75 


Reliving his sailing days, the author rides a roaring high wave of adven- 
ture. His first attempt to be a seaman stowaway at ten failed, but not long after 
he managed to leave his native Denmark aboard ship - and sailed until at twenty he 
insisted on breaking ship's articles to settle in the land of his choice, America. 
Aboard ships of all nations, he always managed to be a storm center and often had 
to fight for his life. He was shanghaied, warned to silence aboard a smuggler where 
a man had been murdered, thrown from the rigging by a mad bos'n and plotted against 
by mate and bos'n of another ship. In America after deserting ship, he caught 
typhoid, pursued his girl to the Canadian woods, tramped with the Wobblies. His 
final fling at sea life following this period proved as strenuous as earlier ones. 

A full strength prescription essentially for a male audience. (LC: 56-7975) 
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March 26 


Corwin, Edward S. & New York University Press 


Koenig, Louis W. $3.00 . 
THE PRESIDENCY TODAY ® 


A survey of the nature of the executive office covers the actualities and 
potentialities of both legislative and historical origins and evolutions. The nature of 
the executive power as propounded by Locke, Montesquieu and Blackstone as a discretionary, 
residual power to act for the public good, balancing legislative inadequacies, has been 
achieved in the twentieth century with the blossoming of "presidential prerogative". Like 
a dramatic characterization realized by different actors, the nature and interpretation of 
the presidency has evolved, influenced by many factors. The emergence of an industrial 
society, of the party system, of America as a world power, of government as big business 
has altered the nature of presidential leadership, the basis of his selection for office - 
certainly a far remove from the original conception of the Electoral College as non-partisan 
experts. The question of succession or handling of disability continues to distress, while 
the emergence of vice-president as running mate instead of runner-up provides another ad- 
justment. Here is a much needed assessment. 


March 27 
































Wilkinson, Doug Henry Holt 
LAND OF THE LONG DAY $4.00 


As a cameraman, Doug Wilkinson came to Baffin Island several times before de- 
ciding to spend a full year with the Pond Inlet settlement and to live the Eskimo life 
under the tutleage of Idlouk, leader of his community. This year provides the contents 
of an unassuming book which includes us in the seal, narwhal, and rabbit hunts, on the 
trapping expedition for fox furs, in the engulfment of Northern delicacies. The author 
always has an eye to the effect of white civilization on the Eskimos, whether it be by 
blood or trade - and he finds the Anglicanized natives balanced precariously between the e 
old ways, the roles learned through the generations, and the new which cannot be avoided 
and which have enriched their lives in some directions while robbing them in others. The 
unforgettable moments such as stalking a caribou in full view of the animal, sliding down 
a mountain out of control, joining the community for aluk reveal the immediacy of the 
physical world of the Eskimo, who cannot envision a life where a struggle tor food direct- 
ly with the source is not an actuality. There are many insights here, some homely (meat 
swallowed whole takes longer to digest, giving more energy, and a full stomach is important, 
not the moment of tasting), some as imposing as any (Idlouk's tribute to his "son" as a 
man who knew Eskimo life and to whom the chief of the whites should listen well revealed 
the dignity of a big man). Photographs. (LC:56-7059) 


April 5 


Nicolson, Harold aces “yd 
GOOD BEHAVIOR | 500 } 


This examines - with education and great interest - the patterns a alien 
created by minorities down the ages and produces a discursive history of highlights and 
sidelights. From the Far East to Greece and Rome, on to the Christians, Goths and 
Byzantines, then to the age of chivalry, to the origins, via Italy, of civility in England 
and over to France, back to England and Germany, this finishes its course on the eras of 
respectability and the middle class....and what for the future. Based on the "conviction 
that, since men and women have to live together in communities, it is well that there 
should exist a changing ritual of intercourse, expressing in ever varying form the essential 
doctrine that good manners are founded on consideration for others, which in turn is a 
matter of heart", this shows how in successive societies "manners of one generation become @ 
the provincialisms of the next"; it explores derivations and differing indelicacies; it 
shows how deportment can decline into empty custom. And it makes informed - and often, for 
all its study, informal - reading on a level that has little to do with Emily Post but 
which will rally the Old Guard. Illustrations. (10C:56-6539) 
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April MU 


Mead, Margaret Morrow 
NEW LIVES FOR OLD: Cultural Transformation, Manus 1928-1953 $6.75 


A big book by a famous anthropologist and popularizer offers inspiring evi- 
dence of the ability of a group to lift itself from a culture thousands of years be- 
hind the times to take its place in modern society. Studying the Manus of the Admi- 
ralty Islands in 1928, Margaret Mead found them a people overlorded by their culture, 
property and spirit ridden as adults, allowed joy only in childhood. The effect of 
voluntary culture contact was unforeseen and revolutionary when World War II brought 
Americans impressive for their concern for individuals and generosity in material 
things. The whole village, from grandfather to grandchild, joined together in a _ 
democratic, brotherly conception of life that has changed their politics, opened them 
to the outer world, brought a desire for unity in the Admiralty Islands (and the emer- 
gence of a native leader to attempt it). Dr. Mead traces the change in terms of in- 
dividuals in each generation, noting the variations in acceptance. She takes her 
great opportunity grandly and brings an anthropologist's dream to fruition to give 
food for the imagination of Americans. Photographs. A library must. (LC: 56-5866) 


Ridgway, Genl. Matthew B. Harper 
as told to Martin, Harold H. SOLDIER $5.00 


Along with Ridgway's record as supreme commander both in the Far East and 
Europe and as Chief of Staff in Washington, these memoirs should receive note as the 
record of a prominent man of arms. They are a full account of the war and post-war 
years from 1939 to his retirement some months ago. In them one senses at all times 
the thoroughly skilled tactitician and planner who is deeply convinced not only of 
the army as a powerful force in the present military set-up but of the need to use 
that force to guard America and American ideals everywhere in the world. Through the 
campaigns in Italy and central Europe, when Ridgway was first in command of the 82nd 
Army and then given a post with broader responsibilities, there are especially de- 
tailed accounts of troop plans and movements- both at top level conference tables and 
in actuality- that brought about the slow but inexorable advance of the allies. In 
Berlin there is the meeting with the Russians which in retrospect foretold the 
troubles. in Korea which Ridgway was also to witness firsthand. The General's tours 
of duty were not only relegated to these areas. A long connection with the Spanish 
language and the Latin American republics throws light on our relations with them as 
they are geared by military aid, and here, as well as in his position as a military 
adviser in the United Nations, Ridgway's thoughts are firmly directed towards pre- 
serving our security primarily through an invincible striking force that will be a 
deterrent to Communist action. But from a man of such wide experiences as Ridgway's 
have been, we expected a broader account. It is a disappointingly personalized book 
which obscures bigger issues in a world that is economic and social as well as 
military. (LC: 56-6032) 3 


Oliver, James Sheed & Ward 
. COVENTRY PATMORE $4.00 


This new biography of the poet Coventry Patmore makes a thorough attempt 
to relate his poetry and prose to his life. In this it is successful, and perhaps 
justifies its existence following as it does the excellent Life and Times of Coventry 
Patmore by Derek Patmore (1949). Patmore's adult life fell in three distinct parts 
of about equal length. They correspond oddly enough to the fifteen years of marriage 
to his first wife in which he wrote the favorite Victorian poem- Angel in the House. 
At her death, Patmore became a Catholic and married an alcoholic, and he also wrote his 
great work The Unknown Eros. At her death, Patmore married the able young woman who 
was governess to his six children and in this period- again about fifteen years- wrote 
chiefly prose. A man of extravagant contradictions, Catholic and anti-clericalist, 
conservative but utterly independent, unalterably devoted to his first wife but the 
husband of two other women, he presents an interesting character study. Unfortunately 
this is not a brilliant book- merely an able one, and color is lacking. And Patmore 
although a gifted man, and a friend of Browning, Tennyson and other great men, 
is an almost forgotten figure today. (IC: 56-682) 
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April 16 
Bolte, Charles Beacon Press 
THE PRICE OF PEACE $2.50 ' 
Perhaps the core of Mr. Bolte's literate and reasonable plea for peace through @ 


disarmament lies in his statement that we must restrain our right to choose the resort to 
violence when our national interests are thought to be threatened. Quite simply and in 
full recognition of the extremes involved, the broad outlines for controlled disarmament 
are to open the U. S. to full inspection, to diminish security restrictions and to place 
national safety in an international body. But the approach to the plan makes the book 
arresting. First, there is an appeal to abandon hypocrisy and to decide whether or not 
disarmament is what we really want and whether the political will for it exists. Once in 
action on this basis, we owe it to ourselves to at least try to get Russia to agree to it. 
Conditions that would favor this, however improbable it may seem, are that, where verbal 
battles continually indicate war, economic and social conditions do not. Neither the east 
nor the west would profit from a war. Also, in the Communists' doctrine, the passing of 
time alone is an element in their favor. Within these limits, disarmament and the Wes* 
may be given their time too, to work for a new unity. Difficulties the plan would produce 
at home are discussed in the light of technical and political opposition to the greatly de- 
mechanized economy it would produce, but these with the more ultimate goals of world sta- 
bility can and indeed must be won by rationality as the only safe and sane way open to us. 
A short, highly readable book that may get to the broad audience it needs. (LC :56-7173) 


Flanders, Ralph E. Beacon Press 
LETTER TO A GENERATION $2.50 


Where Mr. Bolte's appeal for sensible disarmament is that of an intellectual, the 
Republican Senator from Vermont is that of a naive hopeful. The aims- inspection, and an 
international controlling body- are the same but the approach to the problem is a moral- 
istic one based first on increasing our strength as a real threat to Russia and then on @ 
implementing the moral law of freedom and justice. With Russia there can be no coexistence. 
We must morally encircle and infiltrate the Communist countries so that they will realize 
the innate goodness of the capitalist system and no longer be a threat to the free peoples 
of the world. Once this is achieved the social and political problems of disarmament at 
home can be adjusted in the long run. We can easily question a plan such as this which 
would suffer other people- not Communists alone- to believe and act as we do, and besides 
this Mr. Flanders' arguments are often thin and ungrounded so that he does not build up a 
convincing case for his own theories. But the end results- disarmament, peace and mutual 
aid, are not to be ignored. (LC:56-7175) 


Fleisher, Wilfrid John Day 
SWEDEN: The Welfare State $4.00 


Creeping socialism in Sweden, according to Mr. Fleisher's well-researched, high- 
ly readable report, has enacted compulsory health insurance, constructed unique institu- 
tions for the abused child and the aged, fostered an entirely new spirit in penology, 
extended a monster cooperative system known as KF to embrace half the country's commodity 
sales, assumed ownership of telephone and telegraph services, and placed its heavy hand on 
the railway, iron and forest resources. Progress- if the term is acceptable- is as much 
in manner as method; the love of experiment and social enterprise is widespread, and such 
issues as encouraging at any price the rehabilitation of all save the habitual criminal 
offender, legalizing abortion, removing children from harmful home environments- such issues 
are burningly alive. Mr. Fleisher also covers adequately the figures in power, the political 
pressures exerted, the history and case history behind his observations. This is superior 
journalism by a former attache at the embassy in Sweden, instructive and provocative for the 
socially alert or for the more intellectually curious tourist. (1C:56-6977) 
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Huie, William Bradford Dutton 
THE WOMAN IN THE SUWANEE JAIL ~ $3.95 


Report repeated from May 15, 1955, when scheduled for publication on another 
list- as follows: "Again (Eddie Slovik, Mamie Stover) an individual becomes an issue, 
and the little known case of Ruby McCollum which was walled off in silence as a ‘'com- 
munity problem’ provides a dramatic defense which is fundamentally an attack against 
discrimination. Ruby McCollum, the well-educated, well-behaved wife of a Negro numbers 
banker who earned $50,000 a year, walked into the office of Dr. Clifford LeRoy Adams, 
a local legend as 'the pore man's friend', and shot him, allegedly because he'd been 
dunning her. In the trial which followed, none of the more pertinent facts were 
heard: that Adams had used his practice as a means to secure political power; that 
he was involved in all kinds of malpractice- from milking the V.A. to health insurance 
plans; that he- while maintaining a white woman along with his wife- had also fathered 
Ruby's last child and had gotten her pregnant again and put her on dope; that she'd 
been the victim of repeated nervous. depressions. In Huie's fight against a Judge 
also named Adams, a ‘cracker character' who refused him 'access' in his attempt to 
get a new trial, had him jailed for criminal contempt, as well as in the accumulation 
of evidence of the facts in this case- there is a quod erat demonstration of suppres- 
sion and injustice and intolerance. It's an aroused and arresting narrative." 


(LC: 56-6301) 


Berlioz, Hector Knopf 
EVENINGS WITH THE ORCHESTRA $6.00 


The musical criticism and philosophizing of Hector Berlioz in 1852 took 
on a very special form, ingenious and entertaining. Filing his commentary in the 
guise of tales told by members of the opera orchestra during the performance of 
mediocre operas in a civilized town, he commences to slash at the professional na- 
ture of tenors, claques, crowd worship, to lay out a utopian musical city called 
Euphonia, to opine on French salon ladies and composers. Spontini, Jenny Lind, 
Paganini, and many other musicians are considered in the tales, some absorbing as 
excellent pieces of story telling. One waits for the nights when the orchestra 
does not babble - the nights when they attentively play the masterpieces- and for 
the names of the operas - Freischutz,:Fidelio, Barber of Seville, Don Giovanni, 
Iphigenia in Tauris, Les Huguenots. While the device becomes burdensome at times, 
this is minor cant for convinced music lovers. Edited and translated by Jacques 
Barzun. (LC: 56-5294) 


Leavis, F. R. Knopf 


$4.75 


This is a sensitive, masterly, and to an extent partisan interpretation 
of Lawrence's major works by the British critic who wrote The Great Tradition. The 
main part of the book consists of brilliant analyses of The Rainbow and Women in Love, 
which Leavis considers Lawrence's greatest novels. He is also concerned with The 
Plumed Serpent and other tales, but sets aside as beyond the mainstream of Lawrence's 
work- as a novelist- both Sons and Lovers and Lady Chatterley's Lover. lJeavis feels 
that Lawrence is as neglected today as he was rejected in his own time. This is per- 
haps an overstatement for Lawrence is an absorbed and assimilated part of the literary 
tradition. Certainly no one has brought as consummate a mixture of intuition and 
intelligence to the delicate relationship between men and women... Leavis reappraises 
Lawrence's work and should revive an interest in it among old admirers and newer 
acquaintances who will find his critical commentary valuable. (LC: 56-5718) 
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D. H. LAWRENCE, NOVELIST 
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Miers, Earl Schenck Knopf _ f 
ROBERT E. LEE: A Great Life in Brief $2.50 


The effort to put Lee's crammed experience into assimilated order and give de- 
finitive shape to his personality continues. But if the tendency of extensive biographies 
like Freeman's is to crowd the reader's imagination, short pieces like Miers' are too 
selective to be altogether convincing. Was Lee dignified or chilling? A military genius 
or a man unable to choose a command and make it obedient? Filled with a sense of duty, 
religion, or a mere sentimentalist? The facts adduced by Miers argue both ways; for 
confirmation of his own high respect for Lee he must rely upon the unstinting praise of 
Lee's contemporaries. By concentrating almost the whole of his study upon the period 1861- 
1865, the author deliberately turns from the subtler, more revealing sources of Lee's char- 
acter. Lee in early boyhood was fun-loving and possessed of deep, rich feelings. He looked 
after his mother with remarkable devotion. Where did all that emotional life lead, and 
how did his mother's death affect him? This is slighted in favor of the external action of 
the war years and perhaps accelerates and simplifies his life for the general reader. The 


Burke Davis book - Gray Fox-reviewed later in this issue is a fuller, and better, book. 
(LC :56-6424 ) " 


Olson, Sigurd Knopf 
THE SINGING WILDERNESS $4.00 


Following the seasons through the Quetico-Superior country, in northern Minnes- 
ota and Ontario, Canada, the author, who is a well known guide, President of the Nation- 
al Parks Association and government consultant, reveals his deep love of the wilderness, 
the enchantment of stopping long enough to look and-listen with sensitive reception for © 
its secrets. There are fish and birds and animals to observe and describe; there are the 
lakes and woods, the prairies and rivers, the rocks and the trees; and there is silence 
and solitude. His meditations include canoeing, campfires, pine knots, ice and snow, 
smells, the moon, the lure of spring and the grandeur of winter, camp trails and plane 
flight, and all the variety that nature lavishes on an appreciative spectator, seeking to 
fill an emotional need. A book of discovery, this will have a special place among out of 
door books for its delight in our natural heritage and for its personal response to the 
touchstone of untouched woodlands and hills. 30 black and white drawings by Frances Lee 
Jaques. (LC:55-9290) 


Cohn, David L. Putnam 
THE FABULOUS DEMOCRATS 4\\ 7 $4 .95 


These are the Democrats since their origin under Jefferson and these are the 
caste marks of spirit and belief which they continue to wear. The history of the Demo- 
cratic Pary of necessity so closely parallels the total political growth of this country 
that, reading the book, one sometimes loses sight of the underlying patterns, which emerge. 
Yet it grows clear that the Democrats formed initially a protest against Hamiltonian 
finance. This protest was later epitomized by Jackson, partly because of his stand on the 
Bank and nullification issues, but especially because of his identification with the poorer 
classes and social progress. The Democrats, who commenced with opposition to Hamilton, 
came to oppose all restrictions, and finally signified, by policy and personality, a free, 
forward-looking government-for-the-people attitude. Roosevelt, with his CCC and WPA pro- 
grams, became the apotheosis of this tradition. Neither scholarly nor glib, the book has 
faults: it is too "fair-minded" and searching where it calls for a flat, biased, declarative 
statement; similarly, it is too chatty and happily tangential where it should atomize con- @ 
cepts. A useful item for the politically conscious - and unconscious, this will have its 
chance with the intellectual serious element during the election year and it should be in 
line for continuing sales. Foreword by Sam Rayburn. 175 illustrations. (1C:56-6616) 
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9 Lockhart, R. H. Bruce Putnam 
) YOUR ENGLAND $4.00 Y 


A Scotsman shares his impressions- and opinions- of England, through the 
years from the Edwardian era to the present and the changing complexion of her 
social and political attitudes, and it is an informal but always informative memoir. 
Along with marginalia on Rugby, fishing, the countryside, the theatre, books and 
writers, there is an occasional commentary on the English character- insular, easy- 
going, goodhumored; on the quality of understatement - the best evidence of inner 
strength; on the courage manifest during the war yeais which "comes naturally to a 
people who have a great tradition and little or no imagination"; on the changing 
attitudes after this last war- the greater modesty, the lessened sense of class 
privilege, the poverty and pessimism reflected in her men of letters. Great men 
move in and out of this narrative- both literary and political- and Lockhart's own 
itinerant career, from the Foreign Office to banking to journalism on Fleet Street, 
is part of the record.... A tolerant critic, a convivial raconteur, his book is 
civilized and rewarding reading. 


April 17 24 


MacNeil, Neil & Metz, Macmillan 
Harold W. THE HOOVER REPORT 1953-1955 $4.50 


This is an unofficial, interpretive, for the most part expository report 
on the findings and recommendations made in the official report of the second Hoover 
Commission. The Commission, which functioned from 1953 to 1955, probed economy and 

@ efficiency throughout the executive branch of government. The postal and civil ser- 
vice systems, Bureau of Mines, Department of Defense, Foreign Operations Administra- 
tion- these among seemingly countless institutions came under review. Activities 
as varied as baking, printing and fertilizer production were studied exhaustively. 
The range of recommendations includes a proposal for an aristocracy or "senior" 
group among civil servants; methods of avoiding duplication and overstocking in 
the purchase of supplies; and an immense shift of Federal business into the hands 
of private enterprise. To an extraordinary degree the authors succeed in covering, 
explaining, and organizing the achievements of the Commission. The book, however, 
so obviously, so forcibly, so determinedly points up the "dangerous" extent of 
Government participation in business, the presumed benefits of undoing this parti- 
cipation, and the services of the Hoover Commission on behalf of private enterprise- 
so that all proportions are lost and the reader comes to doubt the objectivity of 
the authors. For some economists, businessmen, and conservative citizens with a 
do-or-die capitalist belief. (LC: 56-7319) 


l 
April I bit * /2/ 


Harris, Sara Doubleday 
SKID ROW U. S. A. $3.50-75 
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Sara Harris' long walk down Skid Row interviewing with side commentaries 
will probably introduce some new views to most readers. In a book that will catch 
the casual and curious, she presents the hopeless, egoless denizens of city streets 
that threaten to intrude on "respectable" areas. With her we meet an assortment of 
individuals and hear of more - the prostitutes from young burlesque queens to low- 
priced "fleabags"; the outright alcoholics who travel from flophouse "to bloody bucket"; 
the old people, often reputable, who cannot afford to live elsewhere and cannot obtain 
admission to overcrowded homes for the aged. The author points out that more people 
drink because they are in Skid Row than are there because they drink. She seeks inner 
answers and finds that many people, youngsters especially, drifted in with older men 
to a degrading way of life just this side of the grave, as they will admit. Many 
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were the pride of their mothers who are no longer around to care for them and assert their 

dependency and anger by refusing to be responsible for themselves. There are the uplifting 

factors: the missions where saved workers find their strength and purpose; "good" women @ ( 
who sometimes affect a man; newly organized Hart Island, where men can go after court hear- 

ings to learn new ways (but still no Halfway House where men can shelter in the community ). 

A human interest story on a public issue, probing rather than prodding. (LC :55-8401) 


April 19 


Lewis, Oscar Doubleday 
BAY WINDOW BOHEMIA $4 .00 


"An account of the brilliant artistic world of Gaslit San Francisco" offers 
some mild marginalia on this city in the years preceding the holocaust of the earthquake 
and fire. Convivial, cosmopolitan in tone, "a little of Paris, of Rome, of Pekin", San 
Francisco had much to offer and Oscar Lewis conducts his tour of its museums, libraries, 
cultural centers; its hostelries and showplaces; its many restaurants which offered a 
haute cuisine at a low figure; its theatres, even prizefights. And Gelett Burgess, Ambrose 
Bierce, Robert Louis Stevenson, Frank Norris, Gertrude Atherton and Edwin Markham are pro- 
minent in the cavalcade of literary and artistic personalities of a time of “pleasant civi- 
lized living"...A revisitation of largely local interest. Illustrated with 24 halftones. 


(Le :56-7658) 


Rostand, Jean & 
Bodin, Paul “ae Scribner 
LIFE, THE GREAT ADVENTURE | ~v $3.50 


Informally, one of the world's leading biologists attempts in interview fash- 
ion to answer the prime questions of man's genetic origins, immediate problems, and fore- 
seeable destiny. The range of information- and pure wisdom - supplied by Rostand is ®@ 
immense. For example, he describes the twilight zone between organic and inorganic matter, 
especially the role of viruses as a bridge; genetic inheritance and the influence of en- 
vironment in shaping man; twins as a scientific phenomenon; eugenics; evolution theory and 
its continuing validity; extending the life span; creating life in the laboratory, trans- 
plantation of living tissue, sustaining the foetus, outside the womb Gingerly, the inter- 
view touches upon cancer research, mental illness as-& determinayt of a child's sex before 
conception, the life on other planets, and moral values. Depending upon one's previous 
background, the book offers material which varies from the startling to the obvious- but 

throughout it is warm, mature, readable. (1C:56-7130) 


April 23 


Perles, Alfred | 7 John Day = 02 
MY FRIEND HENRY MILLER $3.75 + 


Almost more of a rhapsody than a biography, this is the portrait of Henry Miller, 
chiefly know for his Tropic of Cancer and Tropic of Capricorn as well as a half dozen other 
volumes which were privately printed- and banned. Brooklyn born, the only son of a tailor, 
Miller spent the first forty years of his life as a tailor, bus boy, grave digger, hobo- 

a miscellaneous anonymity. In 1930 he went to Paris where he began a new life- zestful- 
and picaresque, where he met Alfred Perles who became a close friend, where he became a 
left bank character, married for the third time, had many affairs, and wrote. His books, 
whether extolled or execrated as obscene or pornographic, attracted the defense of Eliot, 
Pound, Orwell, Connolly. Miller is an overwhelming, Rabelaisian figure and for twenty years 
Paris adored him for his freedom, his zest, his humor, his "obscenity". After World War II 
he returned to America to marry again and settle down in California where Perles visited 
him- and the book ends on a note of piquant nostalgia. This portrait is neither biography 
nor criticism but rather a personal expression of appreciation and affection for the man. 
It probably will attract his devotees rather than create a new audience. (10:56-7351) 
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Walter, Richard Dutton 
CANARY ISLAND ADVENTURE $3.95 


The recollection of a young American family's sojourn in the Canary Islands, 
the reasons for it and the conclusions it offered, forms an alert assessment of every- 
day life for up-and-comers, suburban dwelling and city selling. The Walters met and 
married in wartime while both were serving in Europe, she as a Red Cross nurse and he 
as a quartermaster. Their openness to adventure and responsibility were apparent 
then and later, as they made do in various aged nests outside the cities where Dick 
worked in advertising; as they produced four children; as they reacted to the feeling 
of being settled and saddled with values they could hardly condone. Their choice of 
the Canaries was the outcome of research on an economic climate where one kind of 
clothes could be worn and a situation where doctors were available. The year in the 
Angustora Valley brought a relaxed way of life (except perhaps for the children in 
strict schools), new friendships to be cherished. Commentary here is on the every- 
day order - on meriendas, the festive late teas the whole family enjoyed, on the 
fisherman;s life, on marketing and telephoning and social custom. The Walters left 
crying tears from "onions of love", as a member of the younger generation put it, 
returning to a culture where "get-ahead" claimed them willingly and with new in- 
sight. Household goods. Photographs. (LC: 56-5004) 


Hilton, James Little, Brown-A.M.P. 
HRH: THE STORY OF PHILIP, DUKE OF EDINBURGH $2.50 


An affable portrait of the attractive husband of Queen Elizabeth II tells 
a special sort of success story complete with the outstanding elements of a continent 
shattered by force. For the small boy who left Greece, his birthplace, as an exile, 
spent his early childhood in Paris, his later boyhood under the adoptive and affec- 
tionate glance of his uncle Louis Mountbatten, studied in a German school that moved 
to Scotland with the Nazi crush, and bore Danish blood in his veins. His school- 
master Hahn felt he needed a great service to reveal and develop fully the talent 
for leadership Philip early indicated - his Navy career fulfilled the commission. 
This career was changed by the equally demanding one as Elizabeth's husband. James 
Hilton's appraising glance falls gently on the Duke of Edinburgh, looks for drama 
to the background of Europe with its "exiles and marriages" but surprisingly fails 
to evoke more than a mild interest from such seemingly gripping dramatic matter. 
Audience known. (LC: 56-5934) 


Gorman, Mike World 
EVERY OTHER BED $4 .00 


The executive director of the National Mental Health Committee brings a 
crusader's spirit to the field of financing mental health as he describes his fight 
-to gain federal and state aid for research, equipment and personnel. Giving a pic- 
ture of the shocking state of most public mental hospitals and reviewing the present 
diagnosis and treatment of mental illness, he appeals for funds for research as a 
blue chip investment, paying enormous dividends in lowering hospital costs and raising 
productive man hours, and holds to a biological over a psychological basis in disease. 
While promising not to use “hot adjectives", Mr. Gorman fights to win with the facts 
at his command in no measured way. His description of professional infighting and 
government nonspending wavers in the scales against the progress made at governors' 
conferences and leading psychiatrists’ reports on the field. Perhaps a more temper- 
ate approach would give a greater sense of mature leadership, but here is a facts- 
in-hand firing book for people ready to engage in the political fight to help mental 
health on whatever level. (LC: 56-5310) 
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April 25 


Boyce, Richard Fyfe Harper 
THE DIPLOMAT'S WIFE $3.00 @ 





A practical volume of do's and don't's, for women who have already married into 
the diplomatic corps or who are thinking of marrying into it, covers the many phases of 
the busy life a diplomat's wife can have. Chapters on every subject from upper level 
protocol to Peruvian traffic regulations prepare, familiarize and direct. There is infor- 
mation on the history of the corps, the husband's duties, travel procedures, living con- 
ditions in a variety of countries, women diplomats and the proper social amenities at home, 
abroad and within the ranks. A cogent definition of the diplomatic service and its work 
is lacking and there is an official rather than a realistic ring to the directives, the 
strongest of which would ensure a wife's primary place as an important aid (unpaid) in her 
- husband's career- at best, a limiting kind of existence. Otherwise it is an effective guide 
and channeler for women who have entered the corps from many different walks of life. 


( LC : 56-6909 ) 


Dugan, James Harper 
MAN UNDER THE SEA a ia $5.00 


An enormous package deal on all under water exploits and activities ranges far 
and wide in its coverage. From mythology and primitive man right up to the atomic age, 
this follows hydronauts and their developments in all techniques of wetting down from 
personal interviews in the present to study of the past. Salvage and treasure hunting, 
submarines and television, engineering, geology and archeology, moving pictures and cave 
diving, biology and photography, dynamiting and demolition, oil and undersea farming, and 
all the technical progress that resulted from special problems - this makes up a lively 
saga, very much in keeping with his earlier The Great Iron Ship (1954). A book that, with 
photographs and line drawings, chronology and bibliography, should be a stout companion to 
the many individual accounts that have appeared to date. (LC :55-10692 ) 


Gesell, Arnold M.D.; Ilg, y le 
Frances L., & Ames, Louise B. Harper 
YOUTH: The Years from Ten To Sixteen $6.50 


The third and the presumably concluding volume in the series which began with 
Infant and Child in the Culture of Today and The Child From Five to Ten has, as did the 
earliest books, a long life ahead and is a similarly organized study of these significant- 
ly transitional years- adolescence. The method through which the material has been as- 
sembled, covering all activities and attitudes, documented and interpreted through a long- 
range program, is also similar. Half of the book deals- within the seven yearly age zones- 
with the specifics of growth and behavior during the particular year, but is prefaced with 
an overall introduction to the year. The balance is to some extent a precis of this material, 
again with a breakdown of the time factor, by subject: physical characteristics, sex interests, 
Sleeping- eating- bathing, work and money, emotions and the variation of moods, interperson- 
al relationships with family and friends, activities and interest, school life, the ethical 
sense and the philosophic outlook. For the professional, these studies have been invalua- 
ble; for parents, who wish to compare the disturbing or pleasing behavior of their child 
with others, or to prepare themselves for what is ahead, it offers a highly detailed diag- 
nostic and prognostic means. The market too can be assessed on the basis of the preceding 


books. (1LC:56-6023) 
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Mulac, Margaret E. Harper 
FUN AND GAMES $3.50 


Based on the assumption that the good gathering is the well planned one 
that takes the pressure off the individual, this collection of games, puzzles, con- 
tests and other party programs for children and grown-ups should find favor with 
all who agree with the premise. The ideas are divided into categories which include 
church and club parties, picnics, fairs and bazaars and all kinds of parties at home. 
They range in magnitude from a complete plan for a whole party- such as a mystery 
party or a party to help someone scrub off their old wall paper- all the way down 
to paper and pencil quizzes and skits. Some of the ideas will be familiar, some 
wont. And, of primary value to those who work with children, they also lend them- 
selves to the soft drink circuit at any age. Illustrated. (IC: 56-6038) 


April 27 


Brooks, Emerson Dutton 
THE GROWTH OF A NATION $5.95 


Some 300 photographs and 20 maps with almost 50,000 words of text comprise 
an adult, colorful history of our country since colonial times. The text skillfully 
amplifies and rounds out the illustrations - pointing up the events, persons, humor, 
etc., which are inseparable from the pictures’ historical meaning. Cultural and 
spiritual heritage come equally into play - whether in moving picture stills or 
shots of buffalo hides, the Mormons reaching Salt Lake City, the little red school- 
house, or Mr. Ford's Model T. Scanting political and economic forces in such a 
pageant is inescapable but when the tendency to glorify is exaggerated all that 
is faulty or worthy of critical comment is passed over in an unrealistic fashion. 
Helpful for foreign-born come-latelies, and cheerful for sentimentalistis, gift 
givers, etc., this makes visual significant developments that other, more section- 
alized and specialized picture books have not included. Introduction by Henry 
Bamford Parkes, Professor of American History, New York University. (IC: 56-5258) 





Robbins, Phyllis a4 Putnam : 
MAUDE ADAMS $5.00 |“ 


Subtitled "An Intimate Portrait", this is told by a friend who was 15 when 
she first met Miss Adams and who became one of the few admitted to a warm relation- 
ship. This includes autobiographical material which the actress was revising before 
she died and is an ardent following of stage and personal career before and during 
their association. The early years in theater, the "child apart" from Salt Lake 
City, to California to New York, the success of The Little Minister and all the 
other Barrie plays covers the stellar names of the period; the tales of touring, 
performances and companies, of her mounting popularity - and of the sensitive and 
elusive qualities that kept her from her public fill in the legend. There is her 
concentration on staging and lighting, her work during World War I, and the gradual 
withdrawal and problems of health that brought her to the General Electric Labora- . 
tories and later to Stephens College in Columbia, Missouri. This is fond recall of 

 ) @ woman of great graciousness who won a public for her own and kept it forever hers. 
The audience here is defined in a personal following besides that which welcomes 
theatrical history. Illustrated. (LC: 56-6625) 
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April ?? 


Kemp, H. S. M. Bouregy & Curl eo 
NORTHERN TRADER $3.50 





The life of Mr. Kemp, as he gazes back a half century, is only incidentally 
the human business of marriage and paternity, but mostly the unsparing cold of the 
Canadian fur country, Cree Indians and half-breeds, dogs, trading posts, drunken sprees, 
lost bearings and countless encounters with death. There are incidents, with little 
connection or consequence, of fish caught in weather 40 below, of dead bodies buried in 
an abandoned shaft, of a weird fireball seen hopscotching across the ice, or overturned 
canoes, of ruses to set rival fur trappers on the wrong track, of caribou that can't be 
shot. It will appeal only to the would-be he-man, and it may dissuade him at that. 


April 7 2 


Franks, A. H.- Ad. Macmillan 
PAVLOVA: 4 Biography $2.50 


With the Pavlova Commemoration Committee, A. H. Franks presents a volume of 
recollection and candid praise in honor of the ballerina twenty-five years after her 
death. More of a memoir than the biography of the subtitle, this includes a biograph- 
ical sketch by the editor, the memories of impresario Sol Hurok, of student Muriel 
Stuart, of her "children" in her corps de ballet, a dance partner- Novikov, choreo- 
grapher Michel Fokine. Ram Gopal reviews the effect. Anna had upon Indian dance and 
what she took from it, giving back even to a Hindu a religious experience in her 
spiritual transformation of physical motion. There is a glimpse of Anna as she tells 
of her vision of vocation (also recounted by the biographer) at eight. The whole gives 
a picture of the dedicated, dynamic prima ballerina who traveled all over the world to 
dance for everyone, who thought genius was born, not made, but who toiled and suffered 
to maintain the art of dance (conflicting with Diaghilev and his stress on ballet), 
who drove her dancers with discipline and could not be wrong, but who loved children 
enough to support and supervise a home for thirty-odd refugees. Photographs. 





April 7? 

Bishop, Jim Simon & Schuster 
cloth; $3.95 

THE GOLDEN HAM paper; $1.00 


An unretouched portrait of jackie gleason- his signature- sic- is a contra- 
diction- appraises this king-sized personality who is just a great big overgrown boy 
through the eyes of those who have known him, lived with him- or have tried to, and 
worked with him. As massive as he looks (he maintains three wardrobes- for 180 pounds, 
220 or 260- he's funniest at 260), he's a "disparate.. sometimes desperate” figure- 
in his activities as a writer, comedian, producer, musician, business man-- in his 
appetites- all enormous- for food, women, friends, music. And he lives big- usually 
ahead of his income (the jackie gleason enterprises bring in three million dollars)- 
he has a soft and sentimental heart (his benevolences are many )- and he's a sad and 
lonely figure. This traces his life from a Brooklyn tenement to a Central Park duplex; 
the shabby family background- his father walked out and the circumstances of his mother's 
death are hard to forget; the early years in amateur acts, vaudeville houses, nightclubs, 
Hollywood- where he flopped; the incompatible marriage to Genevieve- sweet, serious, 


and too saintly; the more recent love for Marilyn whom he cannot marry (he's a devout @ 
Roman Catholic)-- and now the time at the top as a leading television comic. Unhesi- 

tatingly candid, it adds up to a not always entertaining picture of the entertainment 

world- and one of its celebrities. Jim Bishop of course wrote The Day Lincoln Was Shot, 

so this can have a twin billing. (LC: 56-6680) 
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April 7 rs / 7 


Seroff, Victor Putnam 
DEBUSSY $6.50 








A dispassionate biography surveys in a calm and sympathetic spirit the 
turbulent life of the man whom D'Annunzio titled "Claude de France". Mr. Seroff 
manages exposition without embroilment as he considers Debussy's often questioned 
parentage, his innate or childhood inheritance from Achille Arosa; as he touches 
almost without curiosity on Debussy's first real love affair with Madame Vasniers 
while corresponding the while with M. Vasniers; as he notes the disappearance first 
of Gaby and later, less quietly, of Lily from his life in the affair that cost him 
his friends. The calm prevails too over friendships with colleagues and affairs of 
music - as we witness the influence of Satie countering Wagner, of Chausson, of 
Louys who took him to Maeterlinck. Debussy's artistic career, with the originality 
that brought him the baneful (to him) Prix de Rome and Gounod's blessing, threads 
through the more personal strands here. The presentation of Pelleas and Melisande 
with the concommitant scandal after ten years of creation, the conflict of the 
critics with Lalo offering the balm of tribute even while Debussy marveled at the 
evolution of a private vision to a public one is notable. There is no analysis 

of the music here other than that of the contemporary critics, but there is a 
workmanlike setting for and run-through of a life. Biographer of Ravel, Rachman- 
inoff, etc. (LC: 56-6626) 
































April 30 


Davis, Burke Rinehart 
GRAY FOX: Robert FE. Lee & the Civil War $6.00 


Lee's command, despite his own military genius, was one of almost unmixed 
tragedy, confusion and helplessness. He came to lead the forces of Virginia only 
after long indecision and prayer. The army placed under him possessed neither arms, 
shoes or supplies. His generals were neither loyal nor obedient to his orders, 
and Lee, suffering from a single weakness, did not have the courage to remove them. 
Vital strategic plans fell into the wrong hands; sickness and death in Lee's own 
family matched his grief on the death of Jackson, his chief and bravest support in 
battle. The details, precise and intimate, of Lee's day by day experiences are 
retold- as if by an eye witness. Lee's family attitudes, his stoicism, his horse, 
his search for a pencil when correcting the draft of his surrender- all this is 
vivid, immediate and convincing. The accounts of action are especially impressive. 
Certainly obligatory for Civil War enthusiasts, for history students, and for others 
a@ moving portrait. (LC: 56-642) 


Swanberg, W. A. Scribner 
SICKLES THE INCREDIBLE ‘|/27 (Pre-Pub.$5.00): $6.00 


Sickles,a Tammany prodigy, entered national politics in 1857 as a Represen- 
tative. Held in wide disrepute for his amours and shady practices, Sickles nonethe- 
less mounted rapidly, socially, influentially. When his beautiful young wife formed 
an intimacy with a district attorney, Sickles shot and killed the man. Soon after. 
his acquittal of the murder charges, Sickles resumed his marriage and went on to 
scrape together, provision and drill his own brigade which was conscripted into the 
Union Army. Knowing nothing of warfare, Sickles emerged a two-star general, fought 
heroically and lost a leg at Gettysburg. Appointed Minister to Spain, he made a 
deposed queen his mistress and, now a widower, married again and fathered two children. 
He returned to New York long enough to overthrow the railroad empire of Jay Gould. 
These are only bits of his amazing life, and, although this biography does not always 
rise to the man, it does face him squarely. Followers of Americana and those inter- 
ested in off-beat personal histories will find provocative material here. 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Manor, Jason- THE TRAMPLERS- definite date 3/15 (Viking) 
Patterson, Stella- DEAR MAD'M- from 1/6/56 to 5/7/56 (Norton) 
Salter, Cedric- INTRODUCING SPAIN- from 2/1 to 3/7 (Morrow-Sloane ) 


2 (J) Biemiller, Carl- STARBOY- definite date 3/5 (Holt) 


(J) Cheney, Cora- FORTUNE HILL- definite date 3/26 (Holt) 
(J) Justus, May- USE YOUR HEAD, HILDY- price from $2.50 to $2.75. Date from 2/? 


to 3/5 (Holt) 


(J) Peare, C.0.- JULES VERNE- definite date 3/26 (Holt) 
(J) Brown, E.F.- THE COLT FROM HORSE HEAVEN HILLS - price from $3.00 to $2.75. 


Definite date 3/12 (Messner) 


8 (J) Wilson, Holly- CAROLINE THE UNCONQUERED- definite date 3/12 (Messner) 


(J) 


38 (R) 


19 


101 
115 


116 





(J) Garst, Shannon- DICK WOOTTON-- definite date 3/12 (Messner) 


Noble, Iris- NELLY BLY- definite date 3/12 (Messner): 


(J) Rich, Josephine- JEAN HENRI DUNANT- definite date 3/12 (Messner) 


Greene, Graham- THE QUIET AMERICAN- definite date 3/9 (Viking) 
Batchelor, Paula- IF THIS BE VIRTUE- definite date 3/5 (Holt) 
Stout, Rex- THREE WITNESSES- definite date 3/5 (Viking) 
de la Varende, Jean- CHERISH THE SEA- from 2/? to 3/19 (Viking) 
Means, Florence C.- SAGEBRUSH SURGEON- clothbound- from $2.50 to $2.75- paper 
from $1.75 to $1.50 (Friendship Press) 

Taylor, Ward- ROLL BACK THE SKY- definite date 3/19 (Holt) 
Shaw, Irwin- LUCY CROWN- from 3/9 to 3/30 (Random House) 
Birney, Hoffman- THE DICE OF GOD- definite date 3/12 (Holt) 
Arkell, Reginald- THE MIRACLE OF MERRIFORD- definite date 3/8. Price 

from $3.00 to $2.95 (Viking-Reynal) 
Cottrell, Leonard- THE MOUNTAINS OF PHARAOH- from 3/26 to 4/23 (Rinehart) 
Furnas, J.C.- GOODBYE TO UNCLE TOM- from 3/28 to fall (Morrow-Sloane) 
Marsh, Robert C.- TOSCANINI AND THE ART OF THE ORCHESTRAL PERFORMANCE- price 

7 from $2.95 to $4.50 (Lippincott) 
Beck, R.H.- Ed.- THE THREE R'S PLUS- definite date 3/16 (Univ. of Minnesota) 
Jennison, Keith- THE BOYS AND THEIR MOTHER- definite date 3/16 (Viking) 
Wallower, Lucille- OLD SATAN- from 4/6 to 3/9 (David McKay) 
Anderson, N.- BUZZ WANTS A BOAT- from 3/7? to 4/16 (Messner ) 
Parker, Richard- THE THREE PEBBLES- price is $2.75 (David McKay ) 
Haycraft, Molly C.- QUEEN VICTORIA- definite date 4/16 (Messner) 
Schoor, Gene- THE PEE WEE REESE STORY- definite date 4/16 (Messner) 
Ditzen, Lowell R.- YOU ARE NEVER ALONE- definite date 3/14 (Holt) 
Holden, Curry- HILL OF THE ROOSTER- price from $3.50 to $3.95 (Holt) 
Tracy, Marian- MARIAN TRACY'S CASSEROLE COOKERY COMPLETE- woe Mg 3/29 
Viking 

Hawkins & Lomask- THE MAN IN THE IRON LWNG- price from $4.00 to $3.75 
{Doubleday ) 
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